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Week 10, Term 2  |  23 June 2021 

EXECUTIVE TEACHER’S MESSAGE 

As we approach the end of the term, we should be proud of the hard work 

and dedication of our teachers and students. It has been a busy semester 

with many opportunities for academic achievement and participation in 

extra-curricular activities. We have had students attending sports days, 

participate in the Maths Olympiad, present at the Rostrum finals and 

many other amazing opportunities.  All parents and guardians will have 

received student reports on Friday 18 June. The parent teacher interviews 

this week will provide an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s 

progress and successes in the first semester.  

The front office renovations are well underway and will continue over the 

break. We are hoping the construction will be completed by week four of 

term three. Thank you for your patience during this time- everyone has 

adapted well to the temporary front office arrangements. Plans for the 

new areas have been displayed in the temporary front office. Please have 

a look if you are visiting the school. 

NAIDOC week will fall this year over our school holidays, from 4-11 July. NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across 

Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. All classes have 

discussed the importance of recognising this celebration and are planning some learning experiences in term three 

to deepen our students understanding and knowledge of this importance event. 

We would like to wish you all a happy and safe holiday.  If you are around school, please keep an eye on our lovely 

school grounds. We are extremely fortunate to have such a supportive community and this assists us to care for our 

school during holiday periods. We look forward to seeing you all well rested and ready to learn in term three. 

Sarah Baird 

Executive Teacher 

UPCOMING DATES 

24 June 
NUDE FOOD DAY 
 
25 June 
Assembly presented by 1DD, 2:00pm 
 
25 June 
LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
 
12 July 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 
 
20 July 
P&C Meeting, 7:00pm 
 
23 July 
Athletic Carnival 
 
6 Aug 
Assembly presented by 2V 
 

  

 

 



NEWS FROM THE FRONT OFFICE 

A note went home yesterday regarding Voluntary Contributions for 2021. As a guide, our Primary School Voluntary 

Contributions are $80 per child or $150 for a family.  Payments can be made online at 

http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/payment (only credit cards are accepted) or by Direct Deposit: 

Bank:  Westpac, Branch:  Government Banking Centre, Account:  Giralang Primary School, BSB:  032-777,                          

Account No:  001332 - Reference:   your Child/Family and Event 

Please send remittance advice to info@giralangps.act.edu.au if paid by Direct Deposit or by coming into the Front Office 

where an EFTPOS machine is available.  All contributions are tax deductible. 

NEWS FROM 1B - KUNAURRA 

Students in 1B have been working exceptionally hard this term, particularly on their Literacy! They have learnt how 

to draft and write a good copy of a procedure where we used recipes as an example. Firstly, they looked through 

magazines to find verbs such as pour and equipment such as a cup. Then they thought about all the wonderful things 

they love about their mum’s and made a list of adjectives to describe them. We mixed all of these ingredients together 

to create a gorgeous recipe of ‘how to make an amazing Mum’, just in time for Mother’s Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week the students work on a different reading strategy to help them understand what they are reading. One 

strategy we learnt was that mental imagery or creating a picture in our brain helps us connect what we are reading 

with what we are thinking. Students read the book ‘The Outback’ and looked at the pictures. One page they only 

read the words and had to illustrate exactly how their brain imagined the picture might look. It was a lovely activity 

to show that even when we are reading, our brain is making connections and we can draw pictures to explain our 

thinking. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/payment
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Recently Giralang Primary School celebrated Reconciliation Week. Students in 1B 

went out and connected to Country by using their hands or feet. They selected 

some items off the ground that they felt particularly connected with and used 

these to decorate a hand or foot print. Our class made a poster with the central 

theme of ‘unity’ as our wish is for all Australians to be united together. 

Ms Boden and 1B Kunaurra 

NEWS FROM RECYCLING 

This term Giralang Primary School joined up with recycling company ReCollect in a first-ever initiative for a Canberra 

school! ReCollect come to your house, collect all your 10c containers, recycle them and refund the money back to 

you. It is a very easy process where you can download the ReCollect app, put in your residential details and arrange 

a pick up anytime you want. Giralang Primary participated in a ‘bottle drive’ where we asked all families to arrange a 

collection in Week 7.  

 

 

 

 

 

We had 16 families participate in the ‘bottle drive’ and raised a total of $346!! 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this total – the school will be using it to purchase some large tubs to 

collect 10c containers in.  

The Term 3 ‘bottle drive’ will be Wednesday 1 September 2021 

So, start collecting your 10c containers and organise a collection through the ReCollect 

app closer to the date in term 3. 

For more information, please check out the ReCollect website https://re-collect.com.au/ 

If you want to get involved or have any questions, please get in touch! 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy recycling, Ms Boden 

https://re-collect.com.au/


NEWS FROM LAURA FUNNELL – SPORTS COORDINATOR 

On Monday six girls and boys teams from Giralang Primary School entered into the ACT Futsal titles at the 

Mpowerdome in Fadden. There were 57 teams entered from schools all over Canberra. Three out of the six Giralang 

teams made it through to the semi finals. From here the under 8 team made to the grand final where they came 

runners up for the tournament. It was a fun filled day of playing games and supporting their peers. All students are 

to be commended on their positive attitude and sportsmanship towards their teammates and the opposition. Well 

done everyone.  Thank you to all parent helpers for assisting throughout the day. A special mention to Lucas and 

Adam for coaching the teams leading up to the tournament.   

Giralang also had a number of students selected in the ACT Futsal team to compete in the Australian Futsal 

tournament in September.  Congratulations to these students:  

U8’s   U10’s 

Quinn   Zac 

Mahalia  Marko 

Maverick  Liam B 

Harry   Zahra 

Sammy   Violet 

Harper 

Rylan  

Eddie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Funnell 

Sports Coordinator 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM P&C 

The P&C continues to be busy. The Nude Food Volunteers have put together another great feed for the last week of 

term. The Garden continues to grow. We are looking forward to more to come in term 3, including planning for a 

Trivia Night.  

It is always great to get more people involved. Put in your diary now, next meeting is week 2 of term 3, Tuesday 20 

July at 7pm at the School. The P&C is always keen for more people to get involved.  If you want more info drop us an 

email at: giralangpandc@gmail.com 

Nathan Rudder 

P&C President 

NEWS FROM THE GIRALANG GARDEN COLLECTIVE TEAM 

Giralang Garden Collective wins $30,000 in grant funding  

The Giralang Garden Centre (GGC) recently won three separate grants 

totalling over $30,000! The money will be used to help build the garden and 

engage the local community with a focus on family-school partnerships. 

A huge thank you goes to Amy Pepper for the considerable time and effort 

it took to apply for the three grants on behalf of the GGC. 

Amy successfully won the following grants: 

1) Supporting Parent Engagement (ACT Government) - up to $20,000 

2) Canberra Community Grants (Stronger Communities Programme Round 6) - $10,924 

3) Woolworths Junior Landcare Grants - $1,400 

The money has been earmarked to purchase and install outdoor seating, build a bee hotel and engage parents and 

the local community in a variety of activities including an end-of-year garden party. 

In other exciting news, building works on the garden shelter are due to start very soon. A 6 metre by 10 metre shelter, 

with open sides, a concrete base and a skillion roof will be erected in the centre of the garden. The garden shelter 

will provide an excellent place for school classes to gather, particularly in the warmer months. It is anticipated the 

shelter will be completed by the beginning of Term 4 - perfectly timed for the warmer weather coming our way. It 

will also provide the perfect location to host our garden party. A big thank you goes to Wendy Morschel for organising 

the building of the shelter. 

We look forward to sharing more details on the garden and parent engagement activities in the near future. 

The Giralang Garden Collective Team 

mailto:giralangpandc@gmail.com


PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS – DIANE LONDON - PIANO 

Diane London has played piano since childhood and instantly developed a love for music, it is this enjoyment and 

appreciation that she has been passing on to others as a piano teacher for over 15 years in Canberra. Diane’s training 

has included university study (BMUS) at the Canberra School of Music (Australian National University) as well as a 

Bachelor of Actuarial Studies from the Australian National University. Diane teaches from ages 4 years and upwards 

and teaches many adult students at her Lyneham studio. 

As part of her studies at the Canberra School of Music, Diane has been taught by some of Australia’s most talented 

musicians, including Professor Larry Sitsky who is a prolific Australian composer, pianist, researcher and who is one 

of the founding members of the Canberra School of Music (ANU) and John Luxton (former head director of the 

Canberra School of Music (ANU)). Diane has also been taught by Wendy Lorenz, making her a 6th generation 

descendant student of Ludwig Van Beethoven, the lineage is - Diane London - Wendy Lorenz - Maria Curcio - Artur 

Schnabel - Theodor Leschetizky - Carl Czerny - Ludwig van Beethoven. 

As a pianist, Diane has performed many times at the Canberra School of Music as well as performances across 

Canberra including the Australian Parliament House and Wesley Music Centre. Diane has also adjudicated piano 

competitions such as the Miles Franklin Music Festival Piano Competition. 

One of Diane’s key approaches to her teaching is recognising and responding to unique student needs. Instead of 

following just one inflexible teaching style, she prioritises developing goals with the student and then creates a plan 

for the student to achieve their goals.   

Student goals can vary widely and can include just wanting to learn to play the piano for fun, preparing for AMEB 

piano practical exams, learning piano to ‘keep the brain active’, or even learning music theory, history and 

composition. Diane has helped hundreds of students successfully achieve their musical goals. 

$42 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music Education School in Lyneham. Lessons 

are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information.  
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ACTIVE STREETS FOR SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

Our school is participating in the Active Streets for Schools program.  

Active Streets delivers infrastructure improvements around schools to make it safer and easier 

to ride, walk, scooter or skate to and from school. 

To support students who may be beginning to travel independently, we will be distributing an 

Active Streets resource pack to students in years 4-6. The pack will include a map highlighting routes to our school.   

Parents are encouraged to talk to their children about how they can use these resources to support walking or 

riding to school. Starting small is often a good approach, so try using local points a short distance from the school 

and accompany students to teach them safe habits.  

The Active Streets program helps children to develop independence, while providing health and safety benefits for 

the school community, with increased physical activity and fewer cars on the road.   

 

 

ACT Health is currently advising all Canberrans to reconsider travelling to Greater Sydney due to the evolving COVID-

19 situation in NSW. 

If you choose to travel to Greater Sydney, you may have to follow updated travel requirements when you return. 

With school holidays starting this weekend we know many Canberra families will have travel plans. You must abide 

by all public health directions wherever you go. You must also follow all public health directions when you return to 

the ACT. 

Travel requirements can be introduced quickly so please be prepared to change travel plans at short notice. 

Everyone can keep up-to-date with current travel advice on the ACT Government COVID-19 website. 

 

 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-streets-for-schools
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/community/travel
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/


COMMUNITY MESSAGES 

Have you applied for a Respite Effect and Recovery Grant yet? 

Are you a person with disability, or a family carer? Have you experienced increased financial pressures, a loss of 

regular activities, and/or increased social isolation as a result of COVID-19? 

The ACT COVID-19 Disability Strategy is offering Respite Effect and Recovery Grants that provide financial support as 

a one-off payment, of up to $500, to adults and children with disability and their family carers. These Grants 

provide the opportunity for families of people with disability to reduce the impact of COVID-19 and to assist with 

community recovery. 

Already under this program 195 applications have been approved to a total of $96,625. This funding has supported 

people with disability and their families to reduce the impact of COVID-19 by providing help for things like paying 

bills, spending a weekend away, or purchasing technology that increases their connection to friends and family. 

The Respite Effect and Recovery Grants are open right now and have just received an extra $50,000 in ACT 

Government funding. Applications close when funding is exhausted, and will be processed on a first-in, first served-

basis – so apply today! 

For more information and to apply for assistance, visit a participating organisation, or see the Respite Effect and 

Recovery Grant Program Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Canberra Youth Theatre this winter holiday for an exciting theatre workshop for young artists in Years 1 - 6.  

This workshop, Myths & Legends, will explore the powerful stories that have lived on throughout time and how they 

continue to inspire us today, filled with adventure, heroic acts, fascinating creatures, the mysterious and supernatural. 

Limited spaces are available, enrol now at canberrayouththeatre.com.au/holiday  

When: 28 June - 1 July 

Where: Gorman Arts Centre 

 

helen@canberrayouththeatre.com.au |  02 6248 5057  

Gorman Arts Centre - H Block, Batman Street, Braddon ACT 2612 

canberrayouththeatre.com.au 
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