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UPCOMING DATES 

21-25 May 

Book fair  

22-23 May 

Kindy health checks 

30 May 

5/6 Cyber Safety talk 

Da Vinci Decathlon 

1 June 

Rostrum 11:30am 

 

 

Dr Tessa Daffern working with our teachers 

 
  

Week 4, Term 2   |   23 May 2018 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Giralang Primary has been fortunate to be involved in two high calibre 

professional learning projects this year.  Firstly, we have been working with 

Christine Topfer as part of the Essential Literacy Practices Initiative.  

Christine has joined our staff planning, demonstrating and co-teaching 

twice this semester. We have also met with Florey and Evatt Primary 

Schools for workshops around the top ten literacy practices.   The second 

critical friend who we have been learning from is Dr Tessa Daffern, who has 

shared her vast knowledge on spelling practices.  Our staff has relished the 

opportunity to extend their linguistic knowledge and learn innovative ways 

of teaching spelling.  

It was wonderful to see the great team of parents lead by Janelle and 

Alison preparing the Mother’s Day stall this year.  The effort put into 

selecting gifts was outstanding, with many of them being made locally. 

Thank you! 

We know that ‘kids that read succeed’. Thank you to families for their 

voluntary contribution towards the Library fund. We know that it is 

essential that every child finds a book that ignites their love of reading.  

Often these books are referred to as ‘Hot Reads’ which is why we purchase 

multiple copies so no student has to wait to borrow a favourite book.  With 

your contribution so far this year, we have purchased: 

-  How We Live in Australia and Australian Landscapes series 

-  Star Wars chapter books and reference materials 

-  All 2018 Children’s Book Council of Australia short-listed picture books  

-  Over 20 new graphic novels  

-  Many new chapter books and popular series 
 

Your voluntary contribution is tax deductible. Why not get in before the 

end of the financial year to reap the benefits for both your household and 

our students! 



SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING PROGRAM – FRIENDLY SCHOOLS PLUS 

For our third consecutive year, Giralang Primary is running the Friendly Schools Plus program.  It is a whole-school 

strategy to enhance students’ social and emotional learning (SEL) skills. 

Friendly Schools program is based on 11 research projects conducted since 1999 involving more than 27,000 Australian 

school-age students.  It is an evidence-based program which fits with the social and personal capabilities in the 

Australian Curriculum.  

This SEL program aligns closely with our School Values, Class Buddy program and our KidsMatter School philosophy. 

The five areas of learning are: 

Social awareness  recognising and understanding our feelings, while valuing our strengths and abilities 

Self-management controlling and directing our emotions in appropriate ways 

Social awareness  being aware and respectful of feelings and perspective of others 

Relationship skills  dealing positively with relationship problems and social conflicts 

Social decision-making   considering consequences and making thoughtful, sensible decisions. 

Natalie Garrett – Deputy Principal 

TAKING LEARNING FURTHER - ENGAGING WITH QUESTACON 

On Thursday 10 May, Thomas Young from 4V was fortunate to see a high speed video 

camera in use at Questacon. The camera is the only one of its kind in Australia and is 

capable of recording 20,000 frames per second. Thomas was investigating the question of 

how water reacts when it hits different surfaces as part of a STEM Extension group. Thomas 

operated the dropper as the camera recorded a single drop of water plummeting onto 

different surfaces including cork, sandpaper, cardboard and a paper towel, so we could then 

view it back in slow motion. The results were amazing and will be shown to his class.  

Thomas’s next task it to investigate why a drop of water reacts the way it does to different 

surfaces. Many thanks to Ms Floyd for organising the visit, and to Aiden Lynch at Questacon 

for his assistance. 

STUDENT CELEBRATION – CONGRATULATIONS KANE! 

This is Kane from year 4 celebrating after his 1000 metre freestyle swim to graduate from Kings 

Swim School. He achieved this on 27 April 2018 after 5 years, and is now skilled for life. 

  



EXCITING NEWS! 

 
 



NEWS FROM THE P&C  

Mother's Day Stall success! 

Our Mother’s Day stall was lots of fun for the kids, and for those who watched their 

frenzied but thoughtful shopping!  Almost everyone found something they were keen to 

buy and we hope those who received gifts from the stall were happy too! We sold over 

400 gifts and made a modest profit of around $700 (profit was not our main goal).  

We’d like to say big thanks to everyone who helped make the stall a success - it was very much a joint effort: 

 the school staff, especially Louise and Anna in the front office 
 those who made gifts - Natalie Garrett, Alison, Rachel, Jenny Maskell 
 everyone who wrapped presents - Sanja, Rebecca, Nicole, Heather, Sarah, Susannah 
 those who staffed the stalls - Susannah, Sally, Rebecca, Renae 
 others who offered to help but the timing didn't work out 
 Janelle and Alison for planning and buying and co-ordinating 
 and Sean for sorting out the money! 

Janelle Kennard and Alison Brake  

Mother’s Day stall coordinators  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 

     

 

 

 

 

Christian Education In Schools (CEIS) occurs because parents request it for their children, under ACT legislation. 

Sessions are coordinated by the CEIS project, using approved resources and volunteers. If you would like to add 

your child to the existing attendance list print off the section below and return it to the school or go to 

www.ceis.org.au/yes  

PLEASE RETURN THIS SECTION TO THE SCHOOL TO ADD YOUR CHILD TO THE EXISTING LIST 

YES, I request that my child/ren listed below participate in the CEIS sessions offered at school. 

Child: ___________________________________ Parent name: ____________________________________ 

Child: ___________________________________ Parent signature: _________________________________ 

Child: ___________________________________ Date: ________________ 

Term 2 – Beyond You 

This term students will be using some creative inquiry skills  

to discover what the Bible tells us God is like.  

 

Only students with permission will attend. 

 

 

http://www.ceis.org.au/yes


NEWS FROM YEAR 2 

 

The Year 2 classes have enjoyed an exceptionally busy and engaging start to 

Term 2. 

Week 1 

In week 1 of this term, the Bandicoots welcomed Miss Wink into their class. She is 

a pre-service teacher from the University of Canberra, and helped Mr. Garratt’s 

class all about measurement. We also began the first of the ‘Big Write’ pieces 

of writing focusing on recounts.  

 

     

Week 2 
Students began to explore a range of complex number addition and 

subtraction strategies including doubles, near doubles, number lines and 

bridging to ten, twenty and one hundred.  

Week 2 was also the date of the school Cross-Country Carnival. Year 2 

performed admirably, with several students barely breaking a sweat on their 

1km run. 

       

 



NEWS FROM YEAR 2 CONT’D 

Week 3 

The highlight of last week was the Year 2 excursion to Hall School & Museum. 

We saw real examples of artefacts, and experienced a day of school in the 

past. Mr. Percy Cane, the school inspector, conducted a range of tests for the 

students to complete. 

 

       

     

 

Week 4 

We are continuing with our Readers Theatre rehearsals. All students are in small 

groups and are practising their fluency and expression. On Friday, students will 

be presenting their indigenous story to the class.  

         



BOOK FAIR 

21st – 25th May 2018 

 

 

Books, posters & stationery will be on sale before and after school. We look 

forward to welcoming you. 

VENUE:  THE LIBRARY 

8:30 to 9:00am and 3:00 to 3:30pm 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th May 2018 

  



2018 ART SHOW 

  



More information on 

School Banking can 

be found at 

commbank.com.au/s

chool-banking or 

contact Jo Whatman 

on 0475821274. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

School Banking News 

School Banking continues in Term 2 with 2 new rewards available to redeem: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have 10 or more tokens please choose a reward and return your reward selection with your 
bank book on banking day.  If you are unsure how many tokens you have pop us a note and we will 
let you know. 
 

The following rewards are also still available to redeem while stocks last: 

 

School Bankers still have time to complete 15 deposits and make it into the draw for the National 
School Banking competition. 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

                         

6287 3833 

 

Being a parent is the hardest job we’ll ever have.  All parents at some time experience difficulties and 

stress. 

Parentline ACT  

is a confidential and free telephone and face-to-face counselling and information service. 

  Phone Parentline if you would you like:  

 To talk with someone about those parenting issues. 

 Help with some ideas on raising children. 

 Support in the important job you are doing. 

 To know what is available for parents, teenagers and children. 

 To build better relationships in your family. 

 Help to understand your child or teenager’s behaviour. 

 Make an appointment for a counselling session. 

 

Parentline ACT. 

Monday to Friday (except on public holidays), 9am to 5pm. 

Phone: 6287 3833 

 


