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14 June 2017 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
16 June 9:15am Assembly presented by 5/6G 
21 June 6:00pm Parent Forum - Homework 
21 June 7:00pm P&C Meeting 
26 June Mid-year parent interviews 
30 June 9:15am Assembly presented by Preschool 
30 June Last day of Term 2 
17 July First day of Term 3 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
TODD WOODBRIDGE AND THE ANZ HOT SHOTS 
TEAM VISIT GIRALANG PRIMARY 
 
We were exceptionally fortunate to be chosen as 
one of four ACT Primary Schools to be presented 
with Hot Shots tennis racquets for every 
Kindergarten child last Tuesday. Todd Woodbridge, 
Australian doubles champion, was on hand to 
present the racquets to our Kindy students on behalf 
of the ANZ Hot Shots team. Todd provided a highly 
engaging presentation for the whole school as well 
as tennis clinics after the formal proceedings. I must 
admit, I was totally star struck! Todd has achieved so 
much and from such an early age. He certainly 
inspired our students to have a growth mindset and 
strive for their dreams. Thank you to Kieran 
Blackwell for coordinating the visit. 
 

Tennis star Todd Woodbridge with  
Kindy students Justin and Harry 

 
 
 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Did you know that your voluntary contribution is tax 
deductible? It is! With tax time approaching, now is 
the perfect time to donate your voluntary 
contribution to either the Library Trust Fund or the 
Building Trust Fund. So far this year we have 
received voluntary contributions from 61 out of 217 
families, and a further 20 consumable contributions 
from Preschool families.  
 
A reminder: 
 
The Library Trust Fund will be used to purchase: 
 
 Multiple copies of the latest “hot reads” fiction 

and non-fiction (junior and senior) 
 High interest, low readability texts 
 Graphic novels 
 Atlases  
 Non-Fiction – The Arts, Countries, History, 

Geography, Japanese, Technology 
 Senior student non-fiction 
 Updating our reference section 

 
The Building Trust Fund will be used to complete 
stage two of the multipurpose court, the roofing 
structure.  
 
The School Board has nominated an amount of $80 
per child (which equates to $20 per term) or $150 
per family, to equitably spread the load among all 
parents.  You are not restricted to these amounts or 
contributing to just one fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/
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DA VINCI DECATHLON SUCCESS 
 
Congratulations to our team who placed third 
overall in the engineering section, and tenth in the 
science section of the Da Vinci Decathlon at 
Canberra Grammar School. Our STEM skills certainly 
came in handy during the competition! Thank you to 
Mark Bormann for coaching the team. 
 

 
Our team with their third place engineering entry 

 
OUR FIRST 40th BIRTHDAY PRESENT! 
 
We are excited to inform you that our front gardens 
will be replanted and reinvigorated for our 40th 
Birthday, starting TOMORROW.  The project should 
take up to five days in total, so let’s cross our fingers 
for nice weather!  During this period of time there 
will be limited access through the front of the 
school, and we encourage all families and students 
to please use the back entrance doors, as we do in 
the mornings and afternoons.  All visitors will be 
required to sign in at the front office as per normal 
arrangements. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The before pictures… 
 
 

THINKUKNOW CYBER SAFETY PRESENTATION 
 
On Wednesday 31 May the Australian Federal Police 
presented the ThinkUKnow Cyber Safety 
Presentation for parents and carers of Giralang 
Primary. The presentation highlighted many 
important themes, including what children see 
online, what they say ,what they do and how your 
role as their parent is vitally important in keeping 
communication open and honest with your child. 
Thank you to Sarah Redgrove for coordinating the 
visit. 
 
Here are some online basics for parents from the 
Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner’s 
website: 
 
Keeping your children safe online 
 
Your children’s online world is as much a part of 
their life as offline, so it is crucial that you are as 
involved in supporting their online wellbeing as you 
are their physical health. Your skills in rule setting, 
support, guidance and respect are just as important 
to helping ensure your kids enjoy positive digital 
experiences and to help them gain confidence in 
asking for advice and support. Knowing they are 
equipped to make sound decisions and manage risks 
online is so important, especially with the number of 
internet-enabled devices that can be used without 
adult supervision. 
 
Explore the internet together 
 
Digital education and communication is essential to 
the safety of your kids online. This will help instill 
confidence in your kids—and peace of mind for you! 
Exploring the internet together and talking about 
the websites, games and activities they enjoy is a 
good way to start those conversations. Get to know 
your children’s friends both online and offline and 
use technology-based solutions to help protect their 
devices—filters, parental controls and e-security 
software are all great tools. Remember—there is no 
substitute for your involvement because no-one 
loves your kids as much as you do. 
 
Three steps to protecting your kids online 
 
You can help keep your kids safe online using these 
three basic strategies. 
 
1. Communicate openly with your kids 
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It’s not possible to supervise your kids 24/7 so 
finding ways to establish and maintain trust is really 
valuable. 
 
 Talk to them about their online activities, from 

chatting about their favourite websites to asking 
who they are talking to and if they are having any 
online issues. 

 
 Give them strategies to deal with upsetting 

online content, from turning off the screen, 
telling a trusted adult, and showing them how to 
block and report people. 

 
 Research the age ratings for the games and apps 

your child uses so you can determine age 
appropriateness and suitability. 

 
 Explore the sites and apps your kids love, play 

online games together and consider setting up 
your own accounts with the sites they frequent. 
This will help you familiarise yourself with the 
operation of those sites and potential risks. Ask 
your kids to show you how they work—they’ll 
love teaching you something! 

 
 Set age appropriate rules for using the internet 

and devices and, where practicable. Seek your 
child’s input—this will help your child understand 
risks. As they get older you can review your rules 
to align with their maturity level. 

 
2. Use technology tools to keep them safe 
 
There are so many technological advances that can 
enhance the experience for your child online and 
help keep them safe, both within the site or app and 
for their devices. 
 Use parental controls and install filtering 

software to help block unwanted content and 
pop-ups and to restrict access to specific content 
and pages. 
 

 Help your child to set up the privacy settings on 
all sites and devices they use. 

 Locate the computer in an area of your home 
that can be supervised. Parents of older children 

may have an ‘open door’ policy when devices are 
used in bedrooms and to ensure that screens are 
facing outward. And make sure you check in 
regularly to see what they’re viewing. 
 

 Consider rules for internet-enabled handheld 
devices—where and when. 

 
 Install and update anti-virus and other e-security 

software to restrict unauthorised access to data 
on the home computer. Ensure all security 
features are turned on and set to automatic scan 
and regular updates to protect against the latest 
risks. 

 
 Activate safety features on web browsers to 

protect your devices and personal information. 

 
 Show your child how to block and report users or 

pages on the sites they use. 

 
3. Encourage safe and responsible behaviour 
 
Setting rules for your child’s internet use and 
establishing clear boundaries and expectations is 
imperative. Your rules will depend on the age of 
your kids and the level of responsibility you are 
willing to give but is underpinned by conversation, 
education and trust. 
 
 Consider a family online safety contract as a tool 

to negotiate agreement about rules and 
renegotiate as required. It could cover the type 
of websites that can be visited, time spent online 
and acceptable online behaviour. This example 
from ThinkUKnow Australia can be a good 
starting point for your own family contract. 
 

 Educate your kids about safe and positive online 
behaviour and encourage them to think before 
they post, text or share; be respectful online; 
avoid posting things that may upset others; and 
understand that content can remain online 
forever and can be shared by others without 
permission. 

 
 Help them keep their personal information 

private. This means avoiding using full names, 
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phone numbers, home address, school name and 
date of birth. 

 
 Set their online profiles to the maximum privacy 

settings. Online conversations, images and videos 
might be viewed by others and can’t always be 
removed. 

 
 Ensure your child uses strong passwords on 

devices and explain the importance of not 
sharing passwords, even with friends. 

 
 Talk to them about cyberbullying behaviour and 

how to report and manage it. You can get some 
great advice and resources about cyberbullying 
on our website. 

 
 Explain the dangers of meeting face to face with 

someone they have only chatted with online. 

 
 Encourage your child to talk to a trusted adult if 

any content they view or if contact with 
someone online makes them feel uncomfortable. 

 
Belinda Love - Principal 
 
SCHOOL BANKING 
 

School Banking is on every Friday.  
Please drop off your banking books to 

the Front Office in the morning. 
Keep saving for a chance to win a trip to Tokyo 
Disneyland. 
All students who make 15 or more 
School Banking deposits of any 
amount by the end of Term 3, 2017 
will be automatically entered into 
the draw to win an unforgettable family trip for up 
to two adults and three children, to Tokyo 
Disneyland.  
 
If you would like to know more about School 
Banking, please visit commbank.com.au/school 
banking to register. 
 

Cate Ticehurst & Christine Ostheimer – School 
Banking Officers 
 

P&C NEWS 
 
A huge thank you to the many volunteers who 
helped us run our 40th Birthday Disco! 
 
The disco was a great success despite it being a 
chilly night. Not only did the children have fun, we 
also raised over $1,800 for the school and canteen 
through the price of entry, sale of glow items, the 
cake stall and canteen. Some of the money raised 
will be used to support school services and events 
such as Breakfast Club, the Canteen, the Art Show 
and Year 6 Graduation, and some will be put 
towards our long-term goal of raising money for 
new K-6 playground equipment. 
 
P&C really appreciates the parents and carers who 
help out with large events such as discos. Every 
extra pair of hands makes a huge difference to the 
way the event runs, and every cake baked and every 
sausage eaten contributes towards our fundraising 
goals! 
 
The biggest, big thank you goes disco organisers 
Jennifer Sexton and Alica Tschierschke! Please get in 
touch with Jennifer and Alica via 
giralangpandc@gmail.com if you would like to learn 
how to run a disco or would like to help out with our 
spooky Halloween disco in November. 
 
P&C is also looking for a Uniform Shop volunteer 
and Breakfast Club volunteers, so please get in 
touch if you think you might be able to help out with 
either of these services. Uniform Shop needs a 
volunteer 8:30am-9:15am every second Friday and 
Breakfast Club needs volunteers from 8:00am-
9:00am on Tuesdays. 
 
Megan Hemming - P&C President 

mailto:giralangpandc@gmail.com
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News from… Year 2/3G - Pegasus, 2/3I – Aquilla 
and 2/3W - Dracos 
 

For the last 7 weeks it has been go, go, go for the Year 2/3 team.  Looking back, it is hard to believe 
that we have done all the things we have done. 
 

We started the term with Aqua Safe for the Year 2s.  Every day for 2 weeks the students practised 
how to enter and exit the pool safely, safety skills for the beach, river and pool, and what to do in 
an emergency.   It was wonderful watching the students’ water confidence grow over the program. 
 

Our learning focus for the term has been sustainability.  We have looked at the amount of rubbish 
we produce in a day, what we recycle, completed a light survey across the school, and explored 
types of renewable energy resources. 
 

Perhaps the most exciting aspect of our term is becoming involved in the Solar Buddies program.  
This charity sends solar torch kits to schools and other organisations for them to construct.  
However, the kits need to be purchased.  So we are having a Used Toy Stall to raise money to buy 
the kits.  The students have designed and created posters to advertise the stall and will set up and 
run it in Week 8.  
 

The amount of learning has been phenomenal as we are applying so many academic skills to a real 
life situation.  The students are also gaining a deeper understanding of energy poverty and the 
challenges faced by children less fortunate than themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaun Grandi – Year 2/3 Teacher            shaun.grandi@ed.act.edu.au 
Katrina Ireland – 2/3 Teacher -               katrina.ireland@ed.act.edu.au 
Meredith Wells – 2/3 Teacher                meredith.wells@ed.act.edu.au 
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News from…EAL/D teacher 

Recipe for a Growth Mindset 
 

Ingredients Method 

Disposition 1. Embrace the opportunities in the day 

Patience  2. Accept that mistakes are inevitable 

Perseverance 3.  Use failures to motivate you 

Problem solving 4. Make different mistakes until you find the right 
strategy 

Persistence 5. Practise until the challenge is easier 

Resilience 6. Be strong, don’t let anyone or anything get in your 
way 

Determination 7. No excuses, get out of your own way if need be 

Enjoyment 8. Celebrate each and every one of the small steps you  

     make on the path to success 

 

 

Elise Wark – EAL/D Teacher 
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News from… KP – Shooting Stars and  
KS – Super Stars 
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SCHOOL REVIEW 
 
We are continuing to give you a brief insight into School Review happening 29th-31st of August this 
year. This week we would like to show you in more detail, domains five and six of the tool. On the 
left, the domain is explained in detail and on the right are the ratings available for us. What rating 
do you think our school deserves for each domain? 
 
Domain Five: An Expert teaching Team 
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SCHOOL REVIEW 
 
Domain Six: Systematic Curriculum Delivery 
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