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Week 2, Term 3   |   31 July 2019 

 PRINCIPAL‘S MESSAGE 

Term three is off and running! Welcome to our new families joining the 

Giralang Primary School community this term. It is shaping up to be an 

exciting term of learning, caring and achieving. 

You will have received some information about ‘Seesaw for Schools’ in 

hard copy yesterday afternoon. With the endorsement of the School 

Board, we are trialling this online platform as a form of communication 

between school and home regarding student progress. The online app 

will also provide families with key messages, similar to Google 

Communities. Seesaw for Schools will be replacing the paper portfolio 

with a digital portfolio of student learning. Our teaching staff are very 

enthusiastic and motivated to get started, so we are asking that you 

return the permission slip to school as soon as possible. A parent 

information session about Seesaw for Schools will be held in week 5. 

More information about this session will be forwarded home shortly. 

Last night, I had the privilege of attending the opening of the Step into 

the Limelight Art Exhibition. This exhibition showcases artworks from 

P-12 students across ACT public schools. I was very proud to see our 

pieces included in this showcase and to see many of our families there 

to celebrate with their child. The exhibition is open now until Saturday 

10 August at the ANU School of Art and Design. I highly recommend 

getting there to see it! 

Have you made your voluntary contribution to school this year? You 

can nominate the Library Trust Fund (reading resources) or the Building 

Trust Fund (resources for the external learning environment). Did you 

know that you can pay in instalments? Yes, you can! We fully 

understand that a lump sum of $80 can be hard to find. You can 

nominate what you would like to contribute over time.  

UPCOMING DATES 

2 August 
2pm – Assembly hosted by 5D  
 
6 August 
9am-1pm – Combined band 
excursion to McGregor Primary 
 
9 August  
9:30am—2:30pm – Limelight 
massed choir rehearsal at Margaret 
Hendry School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the brilliant artwork on 

display from GPS 



We have 226 families at Giralang PS and so far, 75 families have made their voluntary contribution. This is 33% 

of families. Our goal is reach 60% or more by the end of the year. Can you help? 

SCHOOL SATISFACTION SURVEYS 

The 2019 School Satisfaction Surveys will be conducted later this term. 

Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 4 to 6) will be asked to participate in these important 

surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes.  

Although surveys are voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It won’t take much of your time and will 

help us improve our school for your child and future students. A letter or email about the parent and carer survey 

will be sent to you in August. The key ACT results from the 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys have been published 

on the Education Directorate website (www.education.act.gov.au) and a summary of our school results is 

provided in our 2018 School Board Report. 

BOOK WEEK 2019 – READING IS MY SECRET POWER! 

Each year across Australia, the Children’s Book Council of Australia nominates quality Australian literature in a 

number of categories. The winners are announced in Book Week, 17 – 23 August (Week 5). To celebrate Book 

Week students at Giralang Primary School will participate in a number of activities involving the books which are 

shortlisted.  

Students are invited to dress up as their favourite book character or use this year’s theme “Reading is my SECRET 

POWER” as an idea for their costume. The Book Week parade will take place on Wednesday 21 August, in the 

hall during the morning session. Preschoolers will also be involved, with more information to come.  

Start thinking about your costumes!! 

 

 

 

 

  



P&C NEWS 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the movie night last week, what a great way to kick off term 3! Special 

congratulations to the Kerin family who won the lucky door prize and Ruby R who won best dressed.  We hope 

you enjoy your prizes, provided by BlocHaus Bouldering and BOOK FACE Gungahlin. 

Term 3 will be jam-packed with lots of fun and opportunities to engage with the Giralang school community. Our 

next P&C meeting is scheduled for 21st August at 6:30pm. It’s a great opportunity to provide direct feedback and 

participate in decision-making and planning, so please come along! On the 6th September we will be having a 

night of fun just for grownups with our Trivia Night and Silent Auction. Prizes, dinner, fun and hilarity are a 

guarantee, so put it in your diary and book in the babysitter, you won’t want to miss it! And not to forget our 

wonderful students, our next disco will be on 25th September, the only way to cap off another fabulous term of 

fun and learning at Giralang Primary.  

A special thank you to all parents and carers who continue to volunteer and invest in the school community in 

so many different ways. Whether it be through regular volunteering in the canteen, uniform shop or book club, 

helping us to plan and run fabulous events, or giving up your evenings to come to meetings, you are the reasons 

we have such a beautiful, supportive and vibrant school community and we appreciate you so much! 

Please jump online to ‘like’ and ‘follow’ the Giralang Primary School P&C Facebook page. It’s a great, informal 

way to keep up to date with goings-on at the school and ensure you don’t miss any upcoming events. Looking 

forward to another fabulous term and the eventual warmer weather! 

Brooke Pearson and Janelle Kennard 
P&C co-presidents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE CANTEEN 

The Canteen and Breakfast Club are seeking volunteers to help out once a month. Breakfast Club runs from 8am-

9am every Tuesday and involves toast buttering, fruit cutting, serving and some dishes. if you can spare 1 hour, 

once a month, we would be most grateful for your involvement. 

The Canteen is also seeking volunteers for Thursdays and Fridays to prepare all lunch bags as well basic food 

prep, food service and some minimal dishes. If you can spare a few hours once a month, please contact myself 

or Cat, or alternatively, pop in and see Cindy and Kirsti at the Canteen.  

NEW CANTEEN ITEMS! 
Winter Warmer – To keep our bellies warm through the cold winter season, the canteen is offering a Burrito 
option for lunch:   
Rice and black bean bowl base - $3 
Add corn salsa - $1.50 
Add chicken - $1.50 
Wrap it in a tortilla – 50c 
Sour cream is an optional free extra 
 
Juice – we are now stocking organic Sunraysia juice pouches.  No preservatives, no added sugar, JUST JUICE. They 

can be purchased as a juice, or if your child would like a 'slushy' substitute, you can get one partially frozen too. 

They cost $2.50.  

Carly and Cat, Canteen Business Managers 

HATS ON AGAIN FROM 1 AUGUST 

Thursday 1 August is ‘Hats On Again’ for all ACT schools. From August we start to witness a 

rise in UV levels to 3 and above. Sensible sun protection is therefore needed during some 

periods of the day.  Children will be reminded to wear hats on the playground.  Students 

with no hat will be required to play in a well shaded area. 

Hats can be purchased from the Front Office for $8 and are available in two styles, wide-brimmed and bucket.  

NEWS FROM STEM – WITH JOSIE FLOYD 

Giralang Primary School’s Term 3 STEM programme is now in full swing. Students are engaged in activities as 

diverse as creating shadow puppets to tell stories, using United States-based robotic telescopes to take images 

of celestial objects, and watching with curiosity as some wriggly visitors to the school go about their lives. 

In Kindergarten, students are taking part in a unit called ‘Puppet and Popcorn’. The unit taps into students’ 

enjoyment of narratives and their love of telling stories. Through play and observation, students are learning 

that the Sun is the natural source of daytime light. Using their body as part of another model, students will 

develop the ability to apply what they observe about their shadows in the real world.  

 



This is done through variations of a game called ‘Shadow Tag’ where they have to tag other students’ shadows 

while protecting their own. It is a fun way of developing spatial awareness. They have started to play with 

different materials such as plastic and paper to explore the properties of these materials. This includes how well 

light shines through those materials. Once they have created their first puppet, they will be asked to evaluate 

how successful their design was. They will then be guided through the process of creating a story that they could 

use a shadow puppet to retell a story with. This unit culminates in students taking turns presenting their stories 

to the class. Donations of popcorn in week four are welcome for the audience to munch on. 

Year One students are taking part in a unit called ‘Rockets Away!’. The unit has 

introduced students to the Apollo 11 mission which successfully landed humans on the 

Moon fifty years ago. The unit uses a Technology ‘Make, Design and Appraise’ approach 

to solving the challenges of creating a flying paper rocket and a separate structure that 

will let a raw eggonaut survive landing back on Earth. With the latter, if students are unsuccessful, the yolk will 

hopefully not be on them! Through these challenges, students will be learning how to explore the properties of 

simple materials including paper and plastic and how these can be modified to solve a problem. During just the 

first lesson students identified that the properties of a piece of ‘floppy’ paper could be changed by rolling or 

folding to make a structure that doesn’t bend. This allowed them to start constructing their paper rockets with 

fins that help the rocket go straight. 

Year Two students are taking part in an Australian Academy of Science Primary Connections unit called ‘Watch 

it grow’. Through the unit, students will learn about the life cycle of different species from birth, growth and  

death. Through hands-on activities and investigations, students will compare the growth of living things under 

different conditions. This includes looking at some special wriggly visitors that have appeared in the Year Two 

classroom area. In the first week of this term, a box full of mealworms have appeared. Students 

have been given time to have a close look and hold of the mealworms. They have already noticed 

that some of the mealworms have shed their skins in order to allow them to grow. They have been 

asked to predict how the mealworms will change as they grow. These predictions have been 

incredibly diverse. These have included the mealworms growing and changing to become butterflies, moths, 

centipedes or just bigger mealworms. A note will also be sent home shortly to ask students to bring in a copy of 

a photograph of them when they are young to complement the activities in the unit. 

Year Three/Four classes are spending the first five weeks of this term 

exploring what causes day and night on the Earth. They will be lead through 

the process of collecting data first hand to help them come to their own 

conclusions about why they occur. This includes making observations about the changing length and orientation 

of shadows, and the position of the Sun in the sky throughout the day. They will link the changes in the shadows 

appearance to the Sun’s apparent movement across the sky. In the next few weeks, students will be also 

provided with a Moon phase recording sheet so they can record the changing appearance of the Moon. The 

changes that the Moon undergoes commonly referred to as the phases of the Moon are really day and night.  

 



Students will then experiment with a range of simple equipment that allows them to model why the Sun’s 

location in the sky really changes during a twenty four hour period. We will take advantage of the school’s 

planetarium to simulate what changes in the sky happen and why. By the end of the unit, I am aiming for students 

to also have an awareness of the different sizes of the Sun, Earth and Moon and how these objects move through 

space. 

In the first five weeks of this term, Year Five students are completing a mini-unit called ‘Robotic Telescopes in 

Astronomy’. This unit has been planned to compliment the Australian Academy of Science’s Primary Connections 

‘Earth’s place in space’ unit that their classroom teachers are using. It also compliments the Year 5’s information 

text literacy focus this term. As a starting point, students have already learnt how to safely and appropriately use 

their school Google email account. They then accessed the United States-based MicroObservatory Robotic 

Telescope Network https://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/ to request a number of images. When 

I next see the students, they will have received these images and discover if they are of a good quality.  

The students will realise that factors such as bad weather or an incorrect exposure time have resulted in an 

image they cannot use. The literacy goal of the unit is for students to present a Google slide show in information 

text format about a solar system object they have researched and requested an image of. Students will also be 

guided through improving the quality of their image through an online image manipulation website before they 

insert it in their Google slide presentation. 

Year Six classes are completing a STEM unit titled ‘Blow that house down’. The unit is linked to the Science 

outcome that extreme weather events can have significant impacts on the landscape. Students have already 

started experimenting with designs of houses through a build and test process. The design criteria is that the 

house has to be made of paper, have a minimum volume of 100 cm cubed and be able to withstand 300 kilometre 

an hour winds. I have constructed a wind tunnel powered by a leaf blower that the houses will 

be placed in. If students are successful with their initial test, they will then flat pack the house 

and place it in an envelope that will be given to another class. Students have to write instructions 

to go with their flat packed house for the other students to follow. This simulates the process 

that happens when emergency services would have to follow in dropping emergency housing to 

an area impacted by a cyclone. 

The school’s STEM programme is active in other ways. We continue to visit other schools with our portable 

planetarium. A particular highlight will be our involvement this term in the Directorate’s Centre for Innovation 

and Learning National Science Week programme. Two students from each public primary school in Canberra will 

be able to take part in a day long Science programme. Taking part in a planetarium session will form part of that 

programme. There is a Northside and Southside day occuring. 

The school also offers a weekly Scratch club session on a Tuesday lunchtime for a small 

number of students. This term if all goes well, students will also experiment with flying two 

drones in the school hall after programming it using a Scratch type app. The app is not as 

well designed as the official Scratch app and it is proving problematic to master. It is a 

learning process for everyone involved!  

https://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/
https://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/
https://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/
https://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/


Finally, you might like to take part in a pre-National Science Week activity. Below is a Moon phase recording chart 

for the period Friday 2 August to Thursday 15 August 2019. All you need is a printout of the chart and a pencil. 

The idea is to shade each circle so it matches the appearance of the Moon for that particular evening. By making 

the recording at the same time each evening, you will also notice that the Moon moves across the sky from West 

to East. This movement is the direct opposite of what you would normally notice if you just looked at the Moon 

on one evening. The movement is that of the Moon moving in its orbit around the Earth. 

  

  



SAFE PARKING BEHAVIOURS AND ENFORCEMENT AROUND SCHOOLS 

Unsafe driving and parking behaviours increase the potential road safety risk for 

children around schools. Road safety is a shared responsibility, it is important the 

road rules are followed near our school to ensure the entire school community 

feels safe.  

Please remember children are more at risk than adults around schools because 

they are smaller and less visible to drivers. They are also less predictable and less 

experienced, which makes them more likely to make errors of judgement.  

Failing to follow simple road rules like parking on the verge, in no stopping zones, in bus stops, near children’s 

crossings, on footpaths or across driveways increases the risk to children around schools. Please do the right 

thing to create a safe environment around our school.  

Parking Operations use a Licence Plate Recognition vehicle (or electronic chalking), which regularly patrols school 

environments to increase safety for children. Motorists that commit an offence will receive their infringement 

notice in the mail (rather than on their windscreen) 5-7 days after the offence.  

While the school can become congested during the peak times, illegal parking should be avoided at all times as 

it creates an unsafe environment for children and local residents. Parents are welcome to park on side streets 

around the school, but please remember to park legally. Infringements for parking on nature strips, footpaths, 

verges, street corners and near children’s crossings start from $114.  

More information is available on the Transport Canberra website to promote safe behaviours around schools. 

Please help to make our school community safe. 

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS 

KELLY STURGISS – PIANO, SINGING, FLUTE AND TRUMPET TEACHER 

Kelly Sturgiss has been teaching music privately for the past ten years. She has a diploma in music and has 

studied classical piano, flute and a variety of instruments since the age of five. She also holds a Bachelor of Fine 

Art, in which she has included music and sound into her work. Kelly’s strengths lie in teaching students to read 

and understand music from a beginner level. Her method of teaching includes different ways of understanding, 

and blending techniques to best suit the student. She also includes an improvisation session in every lesson, to 

have the student feel the music and exercise their knowledge and natural expression. She adores the beauty 

and structure of classical pieces, but her repertoire extends to contemporary and composition. Kelly strives to 

be a dynamic and inspiring teacher. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools


JAMES STEINBECK – GUITAR AND ELECTRIC BASS GUITAR 

James began his musical journey by playing guitar in bands in high school and has continued to be a performer 

in bands ever since, he subsequently has completed an Advanced Diploma in Music Performance. James 

currently plays in several bands in Canberra, his style ranges from contemporary, rock and jazz. James teaches 

the following instruments from beginner to intermediate level - acoustic guitar, electric guitar and bass guitar. 

James wants to share his love for the guitar and passion for performance with all his students! 

$35 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music Education School in Lyneham. 

Lessons are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christian Education In Schools (CEIS) occurs if parents request it for their children, under ACT legislation. 

Sessions are coordinated by CEIS, using approved resources and volunteers. If you wish to add your child to 
the current attendance list print the section below and return it to school or go to www.ceis.org.au/yes  

Please return this section to the school if you wish to add your child to the existing list. 
 

YES, I request that my child/ren listed below participate in the CEIS sessions offered at school. 

Child: __________________________________ Parent name: __________________________________ 

Child: __________________________________ Parent signature: _______________________________ 

Child: __________________________________ Date: ________________ 

  

Term 3 – Bible Bonanza 

This term students will use some well-known parables (stories from the Bible) 

to find out more about God and his one big story. 

Student attendance is with parent request only.  

Please use the section below if you would like to request and HAVEN’T PREVIOUSLY DONE SO. 

 

http://www.ceis.org.au/yes
http://www.ceis.org.au/yes


 

GIRALANG PRIMARY SCHOOL 

                         TERM THREE CALENDAR 2019 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
 

Week 1 
July 

 

22 
 

23  24 25  26 
  

 
Week 2 

July/Aug 
 

29 30  31 
Maths Olympiad 
 
Giralanger 

1 
 

2 
EAL/D Census 
 
2pm Assembly 5D 

 
Week 3 

Aug 
 

5 
 

6 
9am-1pm - Yr 6 
Combined band 
to McGregor  

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Limelight Massed 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
Week 4 

Aug 
 

12 
  

13 
 
  

14 
Science Week 
STEAM Day 
 
Giralanger 

15  16 
SCAN Meetings 
 
2pm  Assembly 1S 

 
Week 5 

Aug 
 

19 
Book Week 
 
Belc Athletics 
Carnival  

20 
Book Week 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

21 
Book Week 
 
Book Week Parade 
 
6:30pm P&C meeting 

22 
Book Week 

 
  

23  
Book Week 

  

 
Week 6 

Aug 
 

26  27 
Limelight Tech 
rehearsal 
 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

28 
 
9am-1pm Yr 5 
Combined Band to 
Fraser   
 
 
Giralanger 

29 30 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 
 
2pm  Assembly 6G 
 
6-10pm Limelight 
Concert  

 
Week 7 

Sept 
 

2  3 
ICAS Digital 
Technologies 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

4 5 
ICAS Science 

6 
 
 
 
Trivia Night & Silent 
Auction 

 
Week 8 

Sept 
 

9 
12-3pm CEIS   

10 
ICAS Writing 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

11 
Board Meeting 
 
 
Giralanger 

12 
ICAS Spelling  

13 
 
2pm  Assembly KM 

 
Week 9 

Sept 
 

16  17 
ICAS English 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

18 19 
ICAS Maths 
 
Learning Journey 

20  

 
Week 10 

Sept 
 

23 
Grandfriends’ 
Day  

24 
 
UC PCK Art 
Wrkshps Yrs1&2 

25 
Giralanger 
 
Disco & Dinner 

26  27 
Last day of term 3 
 
2pm  Assembly SRC 

 

School Canteen is open Wednesday to Friday each week   Front Office is open each day 8:30am – 3:30pm.   

School Uniform Shop is open every Friday at 8:30am    Phone: 6142 2630 

  



COMMUNITY MESSAGES 

  



 

  

      

 



KAMBRI FAMILY FILM FEST 

 

This winter, get a warm glow from the silver screen at the inaugural Kambri Family Film Fest! 

Each weekend throughout July and August, gather family and friends and swap a day on devices for an adventure Kambri 

at ANU – it’s Canberra’s newest and most vibrant community precinct with everything you need for a fabulous day out.  

There are 21 days of fun on offer (from Friday, 5 July to Sunday, 1 September) with recent release and classic film 

screenings for the young and young-at-heart, plus short film screenings from Little Big Shots, pre-movie entertainment, 

storytelling at Harry Hartog, and dozens of amazing cafes and restaurants where you can redeem your included $10 food 

voucher* for a delicious lunch. 

By registering on EventBrite ($10 plus $1.54 booking fee), you’ll get access to all the activities, plus your ticket doubles 

as your $10 food voucher! Too easy! 

So bring your sense of childlike wonder as you soak up the relaxed Kambri vibe and discover all the precinct has to offer.  

A brilliant range of classic and contemporary films will be screened, including E.T., Mary Poppins Returns, Space Jam, and 

Paddington 2, to name a few. 

Your winter entertainment is sorted with the Kambri Family Film Fest! 

Film schedule: 

• Teen Titans Go! – 27 July 
• Incredibles 2 – 28 July 
• Small Foot – 3 August 
• Paw Patrol: Mighty Pups – 4 August 
• Johnny English Strikes Again – 10 August 

• Early Man – 11 August 
• Paddington 2 – 17 August 
• Space Jam – 18 August 
• SGT Stubbs – 24 August 
• Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again – 25 August 
• Wonder – 31 August 
• How to Train Your Dragon: Hidden World – 1 September 

Standard weekend screenings (20 August to 1 September) 

• 11:00am – Vouchers available to redeem 
• 12:30pm – Screening of Little Big Shots movies 
• 12:40pm – Screening of family feature film 

• 3:00pm – Event concludes 

A flat rate parking fee of $5 is available on Saturdays and Sundays at the ANU Kambri Union Court car park. 

* Vouchers are only valid for the same day as the movie screening and must be used in full at ONE retailer per voucher (a 
voucher cannot be split across multiple retailers). 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/wiltshire-and-dimas-management-23437213051
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/wiltshire-and-dimas-management-23437213051


 

 

 


