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Week 10, Term 3 |  23 September 2020 

 NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

I cannot believe how quickly this term has flown by and it is now time 

for me to say a fond farewell. I have absolutely loved being a part of 

this vibrant learning community this term and have enjoyed working 

alongside such a professional team who care so much for our students 

and work very hard to provide rich and authentic learning experiences 

for them. 

It has also been great to return to a 

sense of normality this term while 

we celebrate our first full term of at 

school learning for 2020. We have 

certainly packed a lot into the term 

starting with the visit of His 

Excellency, the Governor General David Hurley and Mrs Hurley. This 

was a wonderful opportunity for our School Captains to shine in their 

leadership roles in a year where there hasn’t been a lot of 

opportunities for them. I was very proud of how knowledgeable our 

year 5 and 6 students where when talking the Governor General about 

The Rats of Tobruk and the way in which they positively engaged in 

their discussions.  

Thank you to Rebecca, mum of Zara in year two who was able to work with us to organise a visit by Questacon 

as a part of their travelling Science shows. Our children were enthralled by how much fun science is and 

certainly enjoyed participating in the presentations. 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

24 September 
SRC Fundraiser - Pirate Dress Up 
Day 
 
25 September 
Nude Food Day 

 
25 September 
Last day of term 3 
 
12 October 
First day of term 4 
Welcome Ms Emma Aschenberger 
 
21 October 
Book Week Parade 
 
 

 

 



We celebrated Literacy and Numeracy Week by holding a book swap day where all children 

were able to bring in a book from home and swap it for another. A gold coin donation was 

collected that supports the Indigenous Literacy Foundation with providing quality literature 

to remote Indigenous communities. We also held our annual boardgames day and this 

always proves to be popular with not only our students but staff as well. Our Year 1-3 

students were also treated to a poetry workshop presented by author Harry Laing.  Thank 

you to all families for their support of these school events. 

 

 

 

 

This week you will be able to participate in your child’s virtual Learning Journey. Please take time to talk with 

your child about their learning and please reply using the two stars and a wish format for your hopes for their 

future learning. 

I wish all our Giralang families a restful and relaxing holiday and thank you to everyone who has welcomed me 

to the Giralang school community this term. I wish everyone all the best as you begin term four with the 

wonderful Ms Emma Aschenberger as she begins her role of Principal of Giralang Primary School. 

Kristine Stewart 

Principal 

 

FILM FESTIVAL 2020 

Yesterday students and staff were treated to some amazing short films created by students and summitted for 

our Annual Film Festival. Thank you to all of our budding film makers and animators, we were BLOWN away by 

your talent!  The signature item of ‘dice’ was very craftily present in each film.  We would like to acknowledge 

some outstanding achievements below: 

Best film - Jacob (4G) with Teacher Ninja Warrior 

Best Family/group film: Poppy (5/6G) and Henri (2CD) 

Best Animation – Harry (4B) with Spiderman 1 

Best Junior film:  Eleanor (2CD) and Hugo (KMK) with Our Holiday by the Seashore 

Well done everyone!  Remember it is never too early to start thinking about your films for next year! 

Film Festival Committee  

 



BABY NEWS – CONGRATULATIONS!  

We are delighted to announce that two of our teachers will be expecting their first child in 2021.                      

Mr Matthew Garrett (5/6 G) and his wife Mrs Stephanie Garratt (1G) are looking forward to becoming proud 

parents. We wish them all the very best during this exciting time, congratulations!  

MATHS PROBLEM OF THE WEEK 

 

MERIT AWARD CELEBRATION – CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM 4B – DYURRA & 4G - DHURRAWAN 

This term Year 4 has been learning about earth and space sciences, with the assistance of Mark Alliston and Tim 
Jones from the Academy of Future Skills. The students have been discussing ways in which the Earth’s surface 
can change over time as a result of natural activity such as weathering and erosion. With the help of 
microscopes, each class investigated various soil samples from the South Coast, using their acquired knowledge 
to identify where each sample may have come from. Year 4 students recently went on an excursion to the 
Giralang Wetlands where they observed and recorded cross-sections of multiple dig sites. It was fantastic to see 
everyone working together and having in-depth discussions about what they saw. We are very grateful that 
Mark and Tim could lend their scientific expertise and resources to help us successfully investigate and 
appreciate what is beneath our feet!  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Shaun Grandi and Lauren Boden  
 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who were able to complete and submit the user needs survey that went 

out earlier in the term.  Your responses were very helpful and the library committee was able to sort through 

and look for some short and long term goals to improve the library service.  One change that we will trial starting 

next term is to keep one day a week as a “quiet day” with activities limited to things like reading and chess.  The 

other two lunchtime library sessions will still be open to the noisier clubs like drawing, making and games.   

Preparations for Book Week celebrations in week 2 are well under way with lots of students helping to create 

our wild jungle display to match the “Curious creatures, wild minds” theme, a photo of which is shown below. 

We have finalised Wednesday 21st October for the Book Week parade.  While we can’t yet finalise the format - 

or tell you whether parents can attend the parade or not - we will be having some form of dress up parade at 

school.  Students are encouraged to dress up to the theme or as a character from a favourite book. 

Enjoy the spring holidays and the opportunities to read outside together as a family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julian Wark 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE NUDE FOOD TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's our final Nude Food Day for term 3! Celebrate a wonderful term and the impending holidays with some 

delicious snacks and lunch. This Friday 25 September we have sweet and salty air-popped popcorn and greek 

yogurt sweetened with a mixed berry coulis for morning tea followed by two fantastic burger options, pulled 

pork with apple slaw or herby schnitzel burger with guacamole and baby spinach. Follow the link below to order, 

remember to leave student's names in the notes section and send us an email if you'd like to receive an 

ingredient list.  

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/nude-food 

Thank you again for all the support this initiative has received this term, it warms the cockles of our hearts! We 

will be sending out a survey early next term to hear about how you feel the nude food days have gone, if you'd 

like them to continue and how you think they could be even better.  

We look forward to another fantastically fun and delicious day! 

For those parents who care as much as we do about the ingredients we use in our nude food dishes, please see 

our ingredient list for our end of term nude food day:  

Sweet & salty popcorn: corn kernels (air popped), maple syrup and pink Himalayan rock salt.  

Yogurt & berry coulis: plain greek yoghurt, fresh strawberries, raspberries, blueberries, black berries, coconut 

sugar, vanilla (note: frozen berries will substitute if fresh cannot be sourced). 

Chicken schnitzel burger with smashed avo & baby spinach: chicken thighs, egg wash, plain flour, fresh 

homemade herbed breadcrumbs, avocado, fresh garlic, salt and pepper, baby spinach, burger roll. 

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/nude-food


Pulled pork burger & apple slaw: pork shoulder, red onion, fresh garlic, apple cider vinegar, maple syrup, smoked 

paprika, salt and pepper, burger roll Slaw: white and red cabbage, carrot, apple, greek yoghurt, mild mustard, 

lemon juice, salt and pepper.  

Please note any reference to salt and pepper means black pepper and pink himalayan rock salt. All bread rolls 

are sourced locally from the Kaleen Family Bakery which uses traditional bread ingredients which are free from 

vegetable oils, additives and preservatives. As per normal, gluten, dairy and egg free can be arranged.  

The nude food team - Cat, Carly, Brooke and all our most excellent volunteers :)  

NEWS FROM THE P&C 

P&C is finishing off term 3 with a bang! Join us after school today for a playdate in the garden, water some of 

the beautiful plants that are already in, spread some mulch if you’re feeling keen and enjoy the company of 

some other wonderful Giralang families. Tonight is also our final P&C meeting for the term, which was postponed 

last week. Our new principal, Emma Aschenberger, will be attending so come along, say hi and help welcome 

her into our beautiful school community. We will also be talking about how we can be more connected as a 

school community during term 4 as restrictions ease and life gradually seems a little more ‘normal’. So bring 

along any great ideas you may have! 

We hope you and your small people have enjoyed the Nude Food Days, we really appreciate the support we 

have received from the school community through ordering, volunteering and lovely messages of thanks from 

families and students both. While they will not continue with same regularity once the school has secured a 

canteen provider, we are hoping to still have them a few times a term, particularly once we are able to start 

utilising the fresh, organic produce from the garden. Early next term we will be sending out a survey to help 

gather some feedback about what you have found good, what we could do better, what you’d like to see more 

of as our nude food journey continues.  

Thank you again to everyone for the many ways, seen and unseen, that you help make our school community 

such a special one.  

Brooke Pearson 

P&C President 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS – DIANE LONDON – PIANO 

Diane London has played piano since childhood and instantly developed a love for music, it is this enjoyment 

and appreciation that she has been passing on to others as a piano teacher for over 15 years in Canberra. Diane’s 

training has included university study (BMUS) at the Canberra School of Music (Australian National University) 

as well as a Bachelor of Actuarial Studies from the Australian National University. Diane teaches from ages 4 

years and upwards and teaches many adult students at her Lyneham studio. 

As part of her studies at the Canberra School of Music, Diane has been taught by some of Australia’s most 

talented musicians, including Professor Larry Sitsky who is a prolific Australian composer, pianist, researcher 

and who is one of the founding members of the Canberra School of Music (ANU) and John Luxton (former head 

director of the Canberra School of Music (ANU)). Diane has also been taught by Wendy Lorenz, making her a 6th 

generation descendant student of Ludwig Van Beethoven, the lineage is - Diane London - Wendy Lorenz - Maria 

Curcio - Artur Schnabel - Theodor Leschetizky - Carl Czerny - Ludwig van Beethoven. 

As a pianist, Diane has performed many times at the Canberra School of Music as well as performances across 

Canberra including the Australian Parliament House and Wesley Music Centre. Diane has also adjudicated piano 

competitions such as the Miles Franklin Music Festival Piano Competition. 

One of Diane’s key approaches to her teaching is recognising and responding to unique student needs. Instead 

of following just one inflexible teaching style, she prioritises developing goals with the student and then creates 

a plan for the student to achieve their goals.   

Student goals can vary widely and can include just wanting to learn to play the piano for fun, preparing for AMEB 

piano practical exams, learning piano to ‘keep the brain active’, or even learning music theory, history and 

composition. Diane has helped hundreds of students successfully achieve their musical goals. 

$37 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music 

Education School in Lyneham. Lessons are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

Giralang Canteen 

Healthy Kids Association is excited to announce that we will be providing your canteen service every Friday commencing 

Week 2 of Term 4. 

We are a health promotion organisation which aims to improve access to nutritious food and educate children, teenagers 

and families on how to make healthy choices for a healthy life. We have been supporting school canteens in NSW and the 

ACT for over 25 years. 

We will be offering online ordering only for lunch meals, snacks and drinks. 

Please visit  myschoolconnect.com.au to set up your account and start ordering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://myschoolconnect.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Baseball Canberra 

Registration 2020 Baseball Season 

11:00am – 1:00pm 

Want to try Baseball for the first time or, are you lining up for another exciting season of Baseball?  Then drop into your 

local club and ‘Come and Try’ or sign-up again for this coming season.   

There are 6 locations across Canberra as follows; 

 
Belconnen Bandits 

Aranda Oval                                      President:  Mat Alt 

president@actbandits.com.au            0431 431435                             
Bindubi St, Aranda                 
 

 
Ainslie-Gungahlin Bears 

Majura Oval                                      President:  Debbie Mills 

debbiemills2@bigpond.com              0417210256                  

Angus St, Ainslie                     
 

 
Kambah Eagles 

Kambah No.2 Oval                           President:  Andrew Tharle  

andrew.tharle@hotmail.com             0419464362      

Laidlaw Place, Kambah        
 

 
Weston Creek Indians 

Raiders Club, Weston                      President:  Danny Serena 

dannyserena7@gmail.com                 0405 756010           

1 Liardet St, Weston                 
 

 
Woden Rebels 

North Curtin Oval                             President:  Mark Jensen 

actrbc.president@gmail.com              0417 652760           

Dunstan St, Curtin.                    
 

 
Tuggeranong Vikings 
Viking Park                                   President: Paul Jenkins admin@vikingsgroup.org.au    
0422462146 
Amsinck St, Wanniassa  
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Junior Cricket Starts in October 

Ages 5+ 

Registrations Are Now Open for the 2020/21 Season 
 

Woolworths 
Junior Blasters 

(everyone 
welcome) 

Woolworths 
Master Blasters 

(everyone 
welcome) 

Junior Teams 
(everyone 
welcome) 

Girls Teams 

5-8 years 7-10 years U10-18 
(Can start as young as 8 

years old) 
Divisions 1 and 2 

Competitions 

Plate Competition – 
Played under stage 
one rules (7 a side) 
Cup Competition – 
Played under stage 
two rules (9 a side) 

Learn fundamental 
skills 

Develop skills, game 
sense  

(6 players per side) 

Competition to build 
skills and game sense 

Learn the skills and 
fun of cricket with 

other girls 

Saturday Morning Friday evening or 
Saturday morning 

Midweek T20s (U13-
U18s) 

Friday evening (U10-
U12s only); 

 Saturday or Sunday 
morning 

Friday evenings 

Same venue each 
week – Kippax Oval, 

Holt 

Same venue each 
week – Kippax Oval, 

Holt 

Various venues 
(home matches in West 

Belconnen area) 

Various venues (home 
matches in West 
Belconnen area) 

$99 
(Sports-pack 

included)* 

$99 
(Sports-pack 
included)** 

$170  
(Family discounts 

offered) 

$170  
(Family discounts 

offered) 

 

To register for the Ginninderra Junior Cricket Club 

visit: Playcricket.com.au  

1. Search for our club; 

2. Type in Ginn, then select: Ginninderra Cricket Club Junior 

3. Select the competition / type of registration 

4. Complete the registration details 

 

Visit www.ginninderrajcc.com.au for more information 

* see: https://www.playcricket.com.au/cricket-blast/junior-blasters 

** see: https://www.playcricket.com.au/cricket-blast/master-blasters 

 

http://playcricket.com.au/
http://www.ginninderrajcc.com.au/
https://www.playcricket.com.au/cricket-blast/junior-blasters
https://www.playcricket.com.au/cricket-blast/master-blasters


YMCA CANBERRA SPACE SQUAD PROUDLY  SUPPORTS 

 

 

BOEING & THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN IN AVIATION   

Do you know someone who is looking to enter the aviation or aerospace industries? 

 

Encourage them to sign up for the Australian Women in Aviation Emerging Leaders Forum aimed at 

female and male students between 13-17 years. 

Boeing Australia is proudly supporting the Australian Women in Aviation Emerging Leaders Forum on Wednesday 30 October 2020. 

The digital event will bring together the next generation of aviation professionals alongside innovative speakers and leaders of today’s 

industry, including BDA chief engineer Stephen Hudson and systems engineer Taylah Griffin. 

This year the forum is designed to cultivate innovative ideas, share career pathways and support networks into the aviation, aerospace 

and space sectors through interactive discussion with students from Years 8 – 12 and current leaders in their fields. 

It is primarily aimed at school-based attendees between the ages of 13-17 years, although others looking to enter the aviation and 

aerospace industries are also welcome to join. 

How to register 

Registrations are open until 21 October, although only 200 spots are available via the virtual platform. 

So register ASAP to secure a place. 

All minors (under the age of 18) must be registered by an appropriate Parent/Guardian/Education provider or Community Group 

Leader and will be required to have adult supervision during the live session. 

About Australian Women in Aviation 

Women in Aviation International is an international non-profit organisation dedicated to providing networking, education, mentoring 

and scholarship opportunities for women and men who are striving for careers in the aviation and aerospace industries. 

https://waiaustralia.org/event/emerging-leaders-dubbo-nsw/ 
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