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UPCOMING DATES 

28 September 

Assembly - Preschool  

19 October 

Assembly – Year 4 

22 October 

Year 5 transition visit to UCHSK  

23-26 October 

Bookfair 

25 October 

Film Festival 

26 October 

Giralang’s Got Talent  11:30-1pm 

World Teachers’ Day 

 

 

 
  

Week 10, Term 3   |   26 September 2018 

 ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Giralang Primary 

School children, parents/carers and staff for welcoming me to your 

school community.  To say that I enjoyed my time at Giralang would be 

an understatement.  During my three weeks as acting Principal, I was 

fortunate to learn much about your school and the important place the 

school plays in the community.  Having taught at Giralang back in 2003, I 

had the unique experience of seeing firsthand the growth of the school.   

Over the three weeks there were many exciting events and learning 

opportunities for the children.  These included Literacy and Numeracy 

Week, Indigenous Literacy Day, Year 6 Combined Band concerts and 

rehearsals, Schools’ Athletics Challenge including a visit from WIN News, 

excursions to Tidbinbilla and the Arboretum, STEAM workshops, 

Learning Journeys and Grandfriends’ Day.  How lucky am I to have been 

part of these special moments at Giralang!  A big thank you to the staff 

that organised these events.  Staff at Giralang certainly go above and 

beyond to provide these opportunities for children. 

Perhaps the highlight for me over the three weeks was the visit from 

literacy expert Christine Topfer.  You might recall that Christine has 

provided a range of professional learning activities for staff at Giralang 

Primary School based on the 10 Essential Literacy Instructional 

Practices.  Christine visited our school last Friday along with Sue Norton 

who is one of our Directors.  Christine and Sue joined the leadership 

team at Giralang Primary School for a Learning Walk and Talk.  This 

involved the group visiting each classroom across preschool to year two 

to learn more about how we are going with implementing the literacy 

practices.   

 

 

Our visiting early literacy experts and the leadership team 



I’d like to share with you the positive feedback we received from the walk and congratulate the teachers at Giralang 

Primary School for their dedication and commitment to the learning of every child.  The group observed that: 

 All teachers are genuinely committed to improving children’s learning 

 All teachers are passionate about the craft of teaching 

 Print rich environments have been developed across all early years’ classes 

 Anchor charts (displays of children’s thinking and learning) that make the learning visible are used in all 
classrooms 

 Explicit teaching of letter sound relationships is evident in all classes 

 The use of rich literature (quality picture books) is evident in all classrooms 

 Planned read alouds are evident across the early years 

 Children can talk about what they were learning 

 All teachers demonstrate a commitment to implementing the 10 Essential Literacy Instructional practices  
 

I’m sure you will agree with me that learning at Giralang Primary School is in very safe hands!  We look forward to 

Christine visiting again in Term 4.  

For my final parting gift, I have one last riddle!  I hope Miss Love will be able to solve it as well! 

It grows and blossoms. It dies and wilts. It happens in the beginning and happens in the end. It can make you cry.  It 

can make you sad.  It can make you smile and can make you brave.  What is it? 

Take care and I hope to return to Giralang soon! 

Simon Barker 

NEW SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBER - 6142 2630 

Please be advised that as of Friday 21 September 2018, Giralang Primary School has a new telephone number – 

6142 2630.  The old telephone number will be re-directed to the new number for a short period of time. 

FILM FESTIVAL    

Our Annual Film Festival will be held on Thursday 25th October (week 2, Term 4) to compliment Children’s Week 

celebrations.  Students can submit their entries up until Friday 19th October, which is week 1 of term 4.   

 

We have had many keen film makers asking what the signature item is this year and we are happy to announce 

that the theme is ‘Express Yourself’ and the signature item is a ‘microphone’.  Pop the date in your diary and let’s 

get creative! 

WEDDING BELLS! 

We would like to wish Lauren Hancock and her fiancé Jason all the very best for their wedding day during the school 

holidays. Wishing you both all the love and happiness you both deserve moving forward as a married couple. We 

can’t wait to welcome Mrs Margules back in term four.  

 

 



TENNIS - TODD WOODBRIDGE CUP    

Tennis ACT held their annual Todd Woodbridge Cup Final on Friday 21/9 at the Canberra Tennis Centre in Lyneham. 

The competition progresses from Zone to Regional Gala Days to a State Final with the winning team being invited 

to compete in the Todd Woodbridge Cup in Sydney. 

The Todd Woodbridge Cup, specifically for students in grades 3 and 4, is 

not just about selecting the best students, but encouraging participation, 

providing a positive experience playing tennis, growing friendships and 

giving students the opportunity to represent their school in a team 

environment. For the majority of students, this may be their first 

experience representing their school in a sport. 

The Giralang Primary School team showed great respect to their 

opponents and were excellent ambassadors for Giralang Primary School. 

There were 9 schools involved in the State Final, and Giralang finished 6th 

out of all schools. Congratulations to Lily C, Nevaeh, Emily H, Kobi, Elsie, Njeru, Sonny, Logan and Sammy, who all 

represented Giralang Primary School at the Zone, Regional and State Finals. 

Well done! 

Mr Blackwell (PE and Sports Coordinator) 

PENS AGAINST POVERTY WRITING COMPETITION 2018 

We encourage our students at Giralang Primary to write for a genuine purpose and cause, so we were excited to 

participate in the Pens Against Poverty Schools Writing Competition again this year.  This competition seeks to raise 

awareness for the most vulnerable in our community.  Fitting with our Values program, being able to understand 

other perspectives is key.  Below is one example of the excellent standard of writing in our senior school.   

 

The sun scorched the land without mercy. 

Barren dirt stretched for kilometres, scarcely holding trees. 

 

One boy sat in his shelter made of bark, wondering. 

Wondering, what it would be like to have a full stomach or what clean water tastes like? 

 

The boy's shack stood amongst several others, also made of bark and leaves, held together by sticks. 

A community.  They shared food and laboured together. 

 

Constantly, people got sick and without medication, their numbers thinned terrifyingly quickly. 

The boy sat there on the edge of his rug, oblivious to a world in which all humans thrived. 

 

Lachlan Jones 

5/6Ir 

 

  



GRANDFRIENDS’ DAY 2018 

 

  



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Lucas Garrido-Yebra (3H) has been part of two gymnastics competitions for the ACT MAG (Men Artistic Gymnastics) 

this year. At each competition children are classified into gold, silver or bronze depending on their scores. Lucas 

received silver in the first competition and bronze in the second. He was brave enough to take the risk to try 

something very tricky at rings to get the maximum score, but unfortunately was unsuccessful. After all the ACT 

competitions, the different gymnastic clubs are ranked and his club (Canberra City Gymnastics) came second. 

Lucas has been selected to compete at the MAG National Clubs competition at the Gold Coast during the next 

school holidays! We are all very excited and looking forward to seeing him perform at Australia's biggest ever 

gymnastics event!!  

       

 

 

 

 

  



 

WALK 4 BRAIN CANCER – PARENT FUNDRAISER 

Nicole Ghazag, one of our wonderful parents at Giralang Primary School, is doing a walk to raise 

money for research into the cure for brain cancer.   

If you would like to sponsor Nicole and encourage her on her walk, please visit her page: 

http://www.walk4braincancer.com.au/my-fundraising/9878/W4BC-Canberra-2018.  

MINDFULNESS  FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

 

  TERM 4 – WEDNESDAYS 9am-10am 

A wonderful opportunity is being offered next term for parents and carers. 

Jennifer Sexton, Giralang Primary School parent and trained meditation 

facilitator, will be offering mindfulness sessions for parents and carers 

throughout the month of November, free of charge. Commencing at 9.00am 

for one hour on a Wednesday in our Giralang Cloud, Jennifer will lead you 

through the benefits of mindfulness as a daily practice.  No need to sign up, 

just show up and relax. 

 

http://www.walk4braincancer.com.au/my-fundraising/9878/W4BC-Canberra-2018
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi6rcqf6tTdAhWYc3AKHYD4DAQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.uyplifestyle.com/mindful-moment/&psig=AOvVaw3u9eExw5LHuoplmkofJ7Na&ust=1537919343403802
http://www.walk4braincancer.com.au/


NEWS FROM YEAR 5/6  

What an incredibly busy last few weeks it has been for Year 5/6. The highlights of Week 9 would be the 

Multicultural Festival on Thursday which was part of our Learning Journey, followed by Grandfriends Day on 

Friday. Students were also able to showcase the Performing Arts in our Grandfriends Concert through the Yr 5 

and Yr 6 Bands, the Limelight Choir, 5/6Ir & 5/6Gl singing Will.I.Am’s ‘What I am?’ and 5/6Is & 5/6Gr 

performing a percussion/dance piece to the song ‘Hit the Road Jack’. 

Both these events allowed the students to showcase their high quality information reports on countries with 

their family and friends, along with the variety of work in their Portfolios. Also, students took their guests on a 

learning journey of many of the games and activities they use to support their learning in the classroom.  

Games are a vital part of our everyday learning. Not only are the games fun, they are used to extend and 

consolidate concepts and ideas particularly in Maths and Spelling. The games we use are simple in design and 

use minimal equipment. Ask your child to teach you some of their favourite games over the holidays. 

During our final week of term, the students are undertaking art and writing opportunities for the ‘The Schools 

Reconciliation Challenge’. This is an annual competition for Year 5 and 6 students to create artworks and 

stories inspired by a theme, and to reflect on what reconciliation means to them. This year’s theme is Our 

Voices, Our Future!   

On Monday morning of Week 10, all students participated in a Pathways Planning session with Lucia Ciccarone, 

the Careers and Transitions Programs Manager for the ACT Education Department. She led 5/6 students 

through a Pathways website where students watch a series of videos, answer surveys and set themselves 

goals. The information they record through this website remains with them until after college and is visited 

regularly though high school to be updated as needed. 5/6 students were shown how this website can help 

them to manage their career, gave them an understanding of the term ‘career’ and helped them discover how 

they are already building their career, even in high school. 

To finish off we would like to thank all the Giralang families for their support over our busy term 3 and we wish 

everyone a happy and safe spring holiday! 

Katrina Ireland, Sally Gladwin, Shaun Grandi and Lisa Ison 
Year 5/6 classroom teachers 
  



NEWS FROM YEAR 5/6 CONT’D – LEARNING JOURNEY  

FE 

  



NEWS FROM YEAR 5/6 CONT’D – GRANDFRIENDS’ DAY  

 

  



NEWS FROM YEAR 5/6 CONT’D – MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL  

 

  



GIRALANG’S GOT TALENT 

Do you have a hidden talent? Can you sing, dance, juggle, tell jokes, play an instrument, do 

magic or have any other amazing skills to share? Then you should audition for Giralang’s 

Got Talent. 

Auditions will be held at lunch time in the school hall on Wednesday 17, Thursday 18 and 

Friday 19 October (week 1, term 4).  

Students may audition as a solo act or as part of a group. So dust off that sparkly jacket, get your friends together 

and start rehearsing! 

Solo entry: $2    Group entry: $3 per group 

The Giralang’s Got Talent Final will be held on: 

Friday 26 October, 11:30am – 1:00pm in the School Hall (week 2, term 4) 

Students that have been selected to perform at the final will be notified.  

Parents and friends are welcome to attend the final. A gold coin donation is greatly appreciated.  

If you wish to audition, please fill out a form from the Front Office, and return it together with your payment, to the 

Front Office by 17 October 2018.  

You will receive a notification of when your audition will be. 

Students must organise and provide their own music, props and costumes. 

We look forward to seeing our stars shine on stage! 

MISSING SCOOTER 

  



MANGO FUNDRAISER ORDER FORM 

 

 

 

Support our Mango Fundraiser 

Giralang Primary School P&C Association 

Help our fundraising. Treat yourself to delicious juicy 
Kensington Pride mangoes fresh from the farm!!! 

We are having delivered direct from the farm to us, the freshest most delicious 
fruit available. The Mango Fundraiser picks and packs trays of fresh mangoes 

during their premium harvest period, and delivers them directly to us.  
 

The number of mangoes in a tray will depend on the size, which ranges from 
medium to large. As a guide, each tray contains 14/16 large mangoes, or 18/20 

medium fruit. The sizes may vary from tray to tray within the same harvest, so we 
can’t specify sizes in our orders.  There is a money back guarantee on every tray 

if not satisfied. Storage advice, tips on how to eat fresh mangoes and recipe 
ideas will also be provided. 

Orders due Monday 22
nd

 October 

Delivery will be sometime late in November 

You don’t have to miss out on fresh North Queensland Mangoes! 

Cost per tray $25 correct money please 

Place your order 
Place your order with your school or workplace 
contact and provide payment by cash or cheque 
(payable to Giralang Primary School P&C) 

Please contact  



 

Order Form 

Fresh North Queensland Mangoes direct from the farm to you! 

Remember to offer this to your family, co-workers, friends and 
neighbours. 

 

Name & Contact No. Qty Price Total Paid 

1.  $25   

2.  $25   

3.  $25   

4.  $25   

5.  $25   

6.  $25   

7.  $25   

8.  $25   

9.  $25   

10.  $25   

11.  $25   

12.  $25   

TOTAL     
Remember to keep this part of the form so that you know who placed orders with you 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name:  

Email address:  

Contact Number:  

Total No. of Trays:  

Total Paid: $ 

 
Payment Method:            Cash      Cheque made payable to: Giralang Primary School P&C 
 

 Please return this form and full payment to School Front Office by Monday 22nd October 
 Mangoes will be ready for collection from the school in late November (the date will depend on 

when the mangoes ripen) 
 We send a note with arrival date of mangoes  
 Direct any enquiries to the Front Office, or call Shirley 0418 675 172 

 NOTE:  ORDERS MUST INCLUDE FULL PAYMENT WITH CORRECT MONEY 



ECO WARRIORS 

ECO WARRIORS REUSABLE PRODUCTS 
ORDER FORM 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please sign and return this order form with payment to the school by Friday 28 September 2018, to allow 
orders to be confirmed.  Orders will be delivered in Term 4. 
 
Name:______________________________________ Contact phone: ________________________ 

 
             Quantity  Total Cost 
 
Travel mug   $17.00 each      
 
Shopping bag   $3.50 each 

 
 
If paying with cash, correct money is appreciated. 

 

Payment Options: Cash □/ Cheque □/ Online □/ Direct Deposit □/ Credit Card □ (Complete details below) 

Cheque:  Make payable to Giralang Primary School 
Online:  http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/payment (only credit cards are accepted) 

Direct Deposit: 

Bank:     Westpac 

Branch:     Government Banking Centre 

Account:     Giralang Primary School 

BSB:      032-777 

Account No : 001332 

               Reference:     your Child/Family_Event 

    Please send remittance advice to info@giralangps.act.edu.au if paid by Direct Deposit 

 

Credit Card Details: Visa □   MasterCard □   Amount: $_______ 

Card No:  ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ CCV: ___ ___ ___ 

Card Expiry Date:  ____/____               Print name on card: _______________________ 

  

http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/payment
mailto:info@giralangps.act.edu.au


PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS 

KELLY STURGISS – PIANO, SINGING, FLUTE AND TRUMPET TEACHER 

Kelly Sturgiss has been teaching music privately for the past ten years. She has a diploma in music and has 

studied classical piano, flute and a variety of instruments since the age of five. She also holds a Bachelor of 

Fine Art, in which she has included music and sound into her work. Kelly’s strengths lie in teaching students to 

read and understand music from a beginner level. Her method of teaching includes different ways of 

understanding, and blending techniques to best suit the student. She also includes an improvisation session in 

every lesson, to have the student feel the music and exercise their knowledge and natural expression. She 

adores the beauty and structure of classical pieces, but her repertoire extends to contemporary and 

composition. Kelly strives to be a dynamic and inspiring teacher. 

JAMES STEINBECK – GUITAR AND ELECTRIC BASS GUITAR 

James began his musical journey by playing guitar in bands in high school and has continued to be a performer 

in bands ever since, he subsequently has completed an Advanced Diploma in Music Performance. James 

currently plays in several bands in Canberra, his style ranges from contemporary, rock and jazz. James teaches 

the following instruments from beginner to intermediate level - acoustic guitar, electric guitar and bass guitar. 

James wants to share his love for the guitar and passion for performance with all his students! 

$35 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music Education School in Lyneham. 

Lessons are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information. 

  



COMMUNITY MESSAGES 

REAL MADRID FOUNDATION CLINICS 

Exciting news for all young soccer players! 

We are pleased to announce that Real Madrid Foundation Clinics will be coming to Canberra and using 

the Deakin Stadium for their upcoming Real Madrid Coaching Clinic in the October School Holidays.  

Date:  1st to 5th October 2018 

Venue:  Deakin Stadium, Deakin 

Ages:   U6 to U16 

Cost:   $450 

Cost Includes: 

 Full Real Madrid Adidas Training Kit (jersey, shorts & socks) 

 Certificate 

 5 days of 2hr sessions daily 

 Coaching by Official Real Madrid coaches 

 Opportunity to be selected to join our Real Madrid Tour to Spain in December. This opportunity is 

limited to 8 players from our Canberra clinic. 

 

Please visit their website to register to avoid missing out on this amazing experience.   

www.frmclinicsaustralia.com  

 

Any questions please email info@frmclinicsaustralia.com 

  

http://www.frmclinicsaustralia.com/
mailto:info@frmclinicsaustralia.com


 Tennis Canberra is running a school holiday program and Spring after-school 

coaching registrations is now open.  For juniors ready for competition there is last 

call for players to sign up for Junior Team Tennis. 

After-school & Weekend Junior Coaching Programs 

Join a kids’ tennis program run by qualified Tennis Australia Coaches.  New 

players are welcome to trial a session at any time plus all new players receive a 

FREE tennis racquet and Hot Shots Player shirt up registration for a junior tennis 

program. 

Run at popular Tennis ACT Clubs, Tennis Canberra has a variety of programs for all ages and abilities.  For more 

information or to book online visit www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis 

School Holiday Tennis Program at Old Parliament House & Turner Tennis Club 

The very popular Tennis Canberra School Holiday Camps are on both weeks of the October school 

holidays.  Close to major working hubs, the Old Parliament House and Turner Tennis Club will have a kids’ 

holiday option to suit age, ability and family work commitments. 

For more information and to book online visit www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program 

Junior Team Tennis - Play for your Canberra Region 

We invite players who are ready for competition to sign up for Junior Team Tennis.  This team based 

competition allows players to represent their region and compete against players all around Canberra.  For 

more information please visit www.tenniscanberra.com.au/team-tennis-act 

Please contact play@tenniscanberra.com.au or 0416 186 121 if you have any questions about any of our 

programs. 

   

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/team-tennis-act
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au


EMERGENCY SERVICES OPEN DAY ON SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER 2018 FROM 10AM TO 3PM 

The Open Day provides an opportunity for the ACT community to learn how emergency services works. It is a 

day of family fun with the opportunity for people of all ages to sit in trucks, try out fire hoses, ride in a 

helicopter, tour the incident management facilities and learn about Emergency Services Agency operations. A 

family event filled with entertainment, food, skills demonstrations, and hands on activities! This is an exciting 

day out for all ages where you can meet the people who keep our community safe, and learn how you can 

take care of what matters most during an emergency. It's up to all of us to work together for a strong and 

resilient Canberra.  

FREE entry and parking.  ACT Emergency Services Agency.  9 Amberley Av Fairbairn Business Park Majura ACT 

TIDBINBILLA NATURE RESERVE OPEN DAY ON SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 2018 FROM 10AM TO 3PM 

The annual Tidbinbilla Open Day is on again this year. Mark this date in your diary for a fun-filled day of 

nature-based experiences, kid’s activities, live music, displays, demonstrations and more - held in the 

greatest venue of all, the great outdoors! The theme this year is ‘Rediscover Tidbinbilla’ where we encourage 

you to explore the Reserve with renewed curiosity and a fresh perspective.  

Rediscover the rich Indigenous culture of Tidbinbilla through a guided experience on Ngunnawal Country. 

Rediscover adventure and take the chance to explore our natural environment through immersive 

NaturePlay activities. Rediscover science with a hands-on experience to learn about our Threatened Species 

Breeding Programs. Rediscover heritage and take a step back in time to explore the stories of the Tidbinbilla 

Valley and how they have shaped the reserve to what it is today. 

A relaxed family friendly atmosphere with free entry to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve all day. 

https://www.tidbinbilla.act.gov.au/whats-happening 

 

 

 

  

https://www.tidbinbilla.act.gov.au/whats-happening


  



 



 

Systemic Innovations are an official provider of LEGO
® 

Education 

Learning Programs in the ACT and Southern NSW.  

 

  

We are running the following workshops in the upcoming school holidays. 

Program Age Date Time Location 

Early Robotics - $45 

In this program, students will construct 

computer programs to control LEGO
®
 

models with motors and sensors. The 

program will allow the children the 

opportunity to create systems that can 

control the behavior of the robots. 

7-11 

years 

(please 

no 

younger 

children) 

Friday 12
th
  

October 

9-12 

(drop off 

from 

8:45) 

Gungahlin 

College 

To book: https://www.trybooking.com/YAED 

Building Simple Machines - $45 

Children explore GEARS, PULLEYS, 

LEVERS & WHEELS while they design and 

build a series of models such as spinning 

tops, robots and crazy cars. The session will 

end with a team challenge. 

4-7 

years 

Friday 12
th
 

October 

9-12 

 

Gungahlin 

College 

To book: https://www.trybooking.com/YDCJ 

 LEGO and the LEGO logo and MINDSTORMS  

are trademarks of the LEGO Group.  

 ©2015 The LEGO® Group 

All Systemic Innovations staff have Working with Vulnerable People Cards. 

Contact Details: Nikkie 0425364661 

Email: admin@systemicinnovations.com.au 

Facebook: SystemicInnovations ACT 

Website: www.systemicinnovations.com.au 

  

mailto:admin@systemicinnovations.com.au


 

 

  



 

 


