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28 June 2017 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
30 June 9:15am Assembly presented by Preschool 
30 June Last day of Term 2 
17 July First day of Term 3 

 
 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEACHER 
 
A VISIT FROM OUR DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 
We were very fortunate to host a visit from the 
Education Directorate’s Deputy Director-General 
Deb Efthymiades, last Tuesday. During her visit, 
Belinda and Natalie shared the narrative of our 
school improvement journey from 2014 to now. Mrs 
Efthymiades visited every classroom, including 
Preschool. She was very interested in hearing about 
the school’s commitment and direction for teaching 
and learning. Deb also spoke to Sofia and Thomas 
from year 2/3 about the importance of the 
Solarbuddy initiative they have been working on. 
She was very generous with her time, and left a 
beautiful message in our visitor’s book.  
 

 
 
On behalf of the Giralang Primary School, we would 
like to thank Mrs Efthymiades for visiting our school. 
We hope to see you back in the future. 
 
 

40 WORD STORY CHALLENGE  
 
This year Giralang Primary School is celebrating its 
40th birthday. To commemorate this important 
milestone, students (P-6) are invited to participate in 
a writing competition. The challenge is to write a 
complete story using exactly 40 words. It may sound 
easy but it can be quite challenging! 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Here's what you have to do:  
 
 Think about an entire 

'story' to write about. You 
must write forty words 
(exactly).  

 The title doesn't count in the 40 word limit.  

 Hyphenated words count as one word.  

 

Some points to take into account in writing 
the story:  
 Create a compelling, interesting, intriguing 

or humorous story.  

 An interesting 'twist' is a great way to end 
your story.  

 Leaving out certain information can force 
the reader to think and enhance your 
stories. 

 Don’t be afraid to use short sentences and 
punctuation for impact!  

 

Due date: Week 2 of Term 3 
 

 

Happy Writing! 
 

http://www.giralangps.act.edu.au/
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PANLs PROGRAM 
 
After the long weekend, the School’s Leadership 
Team, Katrina Ireland and Lisa Ison, attended the 
last two Principals as Numeracy Leaders (PANL) 
modules for the year. These were delivered by Peter 
Farmer and David Dunston from the Association of 
Independent Schools. The workshops focused on 
assessment, numeracy intervention and the 
development of a timeline to support schools with 
the implementation of quality numeracy strategies 
and practices for the remainder of 2017 and 
beyond. 
 
As a part of the PANL program, we have been 
allocated a ‘buddy’ school that is also in the early 
stages of the PANL journey. Giralang has been 
partnered with Amaroo School. The expectation is 
that we will support each other from the beginning 
of Term 3 to share and showcase practice, discuss 
ideas and strategies and provide feedback to each 
other using the Numeracy Practices Guide.  
 
Moving forward, Giralang PS will be focusing on the 
agreed goals we wish to achieve. These will include 
the structure of our Numeracy lessons, the 
mathematical language used, task design, 
differentiation and reflection, evaluation and 
feedback to students.  
 
 
ROSTRUM GRAND FINAL 
 
Last Thursday Mount Rogers held the annual 
Rostrum Quarter Final for students in Years 3-6.  
This competition gave rostrum winners from a range 
of different schools the opportunity to compete and 
showcase their public speaking skills on the given 
topics. Callan Clarke from 5/6G represented Giralang 
PS with his highly informative and persuasive talk 
about Transport 50 Years from Today. 
Congratulations to Callan for your hard work and 
joining other high-calibre speakers from the ACT. 
You have done us proud!  

INTERVIEWS 
 
Interviews with your class teacher have commenced 
and will be running for the duration of the week.  If 
you have not organised a meeting, please email your 
classroom teacher as soon as possible to arrange a 
time. We know that there is substantial evidence 
showing that parent involvement in their child’s 
education benefits students, including motivation 
for learning, academic achievement and attendance. 
We value your partnership and commitment to the 
school.  
 
SRC PJ DAY 
 
PJ day was a success with our school raising $315 for 
the SolarBuddy initiative.  Congratulations and thank 
you for a great day! A big thank you to our outgoing 
SRC members who represented their classes this 
semester. You have all worked hard giving up your 
lunch times to help with planning, voting, preparing 
posters and holding class meetings. We appreciate 

all the time and effort you have put in 
this semester. 
 
Next semester we will welcome new 
SRC members. Class meetings will be 
held to elect these new members 

early next term. 
 
LOOKING GOOD! 
 
Giralang Primary School staff has purchased 
commemorative staff t-shirts to mark the school’s 
40th birthday! 

 

 
Kathi Brown – Executive Teacher 
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NATIONAL CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA 
(NCCD) 
 
In 2017, all schools will take part in the National 
Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD).  This project 
collects the number of students who require 
adjustments to participate in education.  This data 
presents a picture of the support provided for 
each student, with the focus on assisting 
government to target support and resources in 
schools to help all students reach their potential. 
 
If your child requires some additional support at 
school, they may be included in the data 
collection. Some examples of adjustments at 
school may include small group literacy and 
numeracy sessions, use of specialised equipment, 
additional time to complete tasks, modification of 
assessment tasks or class work. 
 
A significant change which has occurred in recent 
years is that parents do not need to provide 
consent for the data collection, however they are 
provided with the opportunity to withdraw their 
consent.  All parents will be given the opportunity 
to do this. If you have and questions regarding this 
process please do not hesitate to email me: 
Natalie.garrett@ed.act.edu.au   
 
Natalie Garrett – Deputy Principal 

  
OUR FIRST BIRTHDAY PRESENT IS UNWRAPPED! 
 
The front landscaping is now complete and it looks 
terrific. Classes have taken the opportunity to spend 
some time out there sketching the refreshed garden 
beds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 2017 
 

NAIDOC celebrations are held 
around Australia each July to 
celebrate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. The 
2017 theme, “Our Languages 
Matter” aims to emphasise and 
celebrate the unique and essential 

role that Indigenous languages play in cultural 
identity, linking people to their land and water and 
in the transmission of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander history, spirituality and rites, through story 
and song. 
 
On Tuesday, Giralang showed their NAIDOC 
appreciation by facilitating NAIDOC activities 
throughout the day. Students took part in a variety 
of activities such as inquiry learning about 
Indigenous history and culture, playing cultural 
sporting activities (Yulunga) and art activities. To 
show our appreciation for the diverse languages, 
students from each classroom created a banner with 
one hand print symbolising one language. This will 
be displayed in the Steps to the Star area.  
 
Next term a special guest will visit to speak to the 
students about NAIDOC week. 
 
Shaun Grandi and Heather Lombard  
– NAIDOC Co-ordinators 
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UPDATE FROM  
THE GIRALANG PRIMARY SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR 
 
It is an honour and privilege to accept not only a 
Parent community position on the Board but also be 
able to serve Giralang Primary School (GPS) in my 
new capacity as the Board Chair.   
 
Now that GPS is firmly in its 40th year we need to 
recognize that it has provided key learning services 
to the lives of thousands of Giralangers and 
surrounding suburbs for many years to achieve this 
significant education milestone.   
 
After the first Board meeting as a parent I thought I 
had a very good understanding of just what the 
teaching environment aims to do whilst nurturing 
our families’ children in a safe and inclusive 
environment.  From this moment I have since had 
my eyes opened and firmly realised the Board is a 
key part of helping continue making the school the 
centre of excellence it is with Belinda, Natalie and 
the team. 
 
I welcome to the Board two other parent members 
Kathryn Couter, in her second year on the Board, 
and Glen Howard in his first. Both have a wealth of 
education experience to bring to this important role 
we have on the board that is shared with the other 
members made up of the management, teaching 
and support staff.   
  
Importantly, I want to recognize the extensive work 
and energy Ryan Wilson and Toni Paterson have 
invested and given to the school board over the past 
two years in their roles. The current Board is very 
lucky they left the School with Belinda in such great 
shape. Their legacy is what we will strive to deliver 
wherever possible, making good on the strategic 
plans and commitments agreed making GPS even 
better! 
 
With Board sleeves rolled up we aim to continue to 
deliver our Centre of education excellence with the 
GPS team but to help us understand the ever 
changing environment we welcome any 
communications whilst we undertake our new roles.  
 
As the School and Board continue to achieve key 
goals we still need the support from parents and 
families of the school. It is through the voluntary 
efforts of the Parents and Community, specific 
Government funding and the tax deductible Building 

and Library Trust funding we receive from parents 
and carers that can mutually help to accelerate the 
improvements to the school facilities and resources. 
Echoing the last newsletter if you are able to 
financially contribute, I encourage you to participate 
in whatever way you can to support the school fund. 
Ultimately it helps the School meet the goals and 
strategic objectives in that are in the pipeline 
waiting to be realised once sufficient funding is 
achieved in each year or successive years. 
 
If you ever want to get in touch or have any 
concerns that you would like to raise the Board can 
be contacted through the school currently.  We are 
in a process to establish the best ways to manage 
these communications channels directly and we look 
forward to keeping in touch with key updates from 
the Board over the coming months. 
 
Well done to everyone after all the hard work in the 
first half of 2017 and enjoy taking some time out for 
a well-earned break. On behalf of the Board I wish 
everyone a fun and safe holiday period.   
 
 
Nathan Kruger – School Board Chair 
 
 

 
STUDENT CELEBRATION 

 
We are very proud of Nathan.  After years of 
attending the Korean Martial Arts Academy, he has 
reached his brown belt black stripe, which means he 
is now studying for his 1st Dan black belt. 
This journey started on the 28 June 2011 starting at 
white belt and progressing through all the belt 
levels. 
 
The Korean Martial Arts  
Academy promotes leading  
a fulfilling and healthy  
lifestyle and it is key for  
balance of the mind, body  
and spirit. 
 
Their values are: 
Courtesy, Integrity,  
Perseverance, Self-Control 
and Indomitable Spirit. 
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
School photos were handed out last Friday.  If you 
have any questions regarding the photos, please 
contact The School Photographer on 02 9674 9824.   
 
If you wish to purchase photos of our specialist 
groups, order forms and an example of the photos 
are at the Front Office.  Groups are: SRC, Drumming 
Group, Brass Band, Recorder Group, Rock Band, 
School Captains or House Captains. 
 
SCHOOL BANKING 
 
School Banking is on every Friday.  Please drop off 
your banking books to the Front Office 
in the morning. 
Keep saving for a chance to win a trip to 
Tokyo Disneyland. 
All students who make 15 or more 
School Banking deposits of any 
amount by the end of Term 3, 2017 
will be automatically entered into 
the draw to win an unforgettable family trip for up 
to two adults and three children, to Tokyo 
Disneyland.  
 
If you would like to know more about School 
Banking, please visit commbank.com.au/school 
banking to register. 
 
Cate Ticehurst & Christine Ostheimer – School 
Banking Officers 
 
 

THANK YOU COLES KALEEN 
 
We are very grateful to Coles Kaleen for 
donating supplies for our Breakfast Club each 
week.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Future of Giralang 

Community Centre 
Special Open Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 17th July  
Time: 7:30pm 
Address: 1 Hirst Pl, Giralang ACT 2617 
 
Does the local community matter to you and your 
family? 
 
The Giralang community Centre is holding an open 
meeting to discuss critical changes your local 
community centre. 
 
The viability and evolution of the centre into 2018 
and beyond entirely depends upon the active 
support from families and volunteers. 
 
The meeting is open to anyone who has a past or 
future interest in this valuable local resource. 
 
MLA Suzanne Orr will be in attendance. 
 
For further information please contact Sarah Wilson 
(President) 
email: sarahwilson74@hotmail.com 
phone: 0478563281 
https://www.facebook.com/GiralangCommunityCentre/ 
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News from…STEM 
 
This term, Kindergarten through to Year 6 students have taken part in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) subject taught by Mr Floyd. This term, the school was proud to trial the Smarty Plants units 
developed by the ARC Centre of Excellence for Translocational Photosynthesis.  
 
As background, the centre was created to study the process of photosynthesis, and develop techniques to 
modify it to increase the crop yield from plants. More information about the centre can be found at its website 
http://photosynthesis.org.au/. The school has been working closely since late last year with the centre’s 
education and events officer, Alisha Duncan, on these brand new ‘Smarty Pants’ units, to ensure they are 
appropriate for primary schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Floyd learning how to recognise plant stomata 
(mouths) prior to sharing his knowledge with students 

 
The result of this collaboration is really exciting for the school. We have been able to trial some very exciting 
units which cover the topic of plants in some very diverse ways. The Centre has been amazingly generous in the 
equipment it has provided to us so that we can trial the units. As a result, students have been exposed to a range 
of activities that primary school students would not normally be able to experience, such as looking at plant 
mouths (stoma) through microscopes, exploring what fungi and bacteria grow on their skin, and making edible 
models of sugar molecules. 
 
For the Kindergarten Smarty Plants unit ‘How does the beanstalk grow? students were prompted to ask “How do 
plants grow?” We started with the classic book ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ as a prompt. Then students started 
exploring different types of seeds and learnt how to count and categorise them. Students explored their ideas 
about how to grow seeds. They then used their new knowledge of a fair test to see if they can successfully grow 
bean shoots. 
 
 

 
Kindergarten students recording their 
results of the mung bean experiment 
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       Mackie showing the results he recorded of his experiment  Students playing a plant component ‘Snap’ type game 
 
 
Ms Punch’s kindergarten class had a second time slot with Mr Floyd this term. They had the opportunity to 
experiment with the properties of light and how it is transmitted through different materials. They applied their 
developing knowledge through playing shadow tag games, and experimenting with making and using a simple 
shadow puppet. We celebrated the end of our learning this week by enjoying shadow puppet plays put on by 
students, along with popcorn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       Students with arrows representing their programming 
         of their Beebot robot 
 
Mrs Sullivan’s class had a second session this term with Mr Floyd during which they learnt about how to program 
a simple Beebot robot. Through lots of role play (during which Mr Floyd got told to go in all sorts of directions as 
a pretend robot), they were introduced to the concept of simple algorithmic, or step by step thinking. 
 
As the term progressed, they learnt how to represent their thinking (or programming) abstractly in the form of 
arrows (rather than button pushes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students with the maze that they made to drive their Beebot robot around 
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Year one students took part in trialling the highly engaging Smarty Plants unit ‘Plants need light!’ The unit 
started with students reading the classic story Where the Wild Things Are. They were asked “What light do plants 
need to grow?” Students agreed that plants need things like sunlight, water, and soil to grow. Through a couple 
of experiments, they played with light and discovered that it can be split into different colours using a prism. 
Another clever activity involved combining light with the primary colours red, yellow and blue into white light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Students making white light using three   Students discussing their grass head fair test experiment 
         torches that emit one of each of the primary colours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students discussing the results of their celery food dye fair test experiment 
 
Students also learnt how to conduct a fair test. This meant that students had to firstly come up with an idea or 
hypothesis about what plants need to grow. They proposed that plants need water to grow, and were guided 
through how narrow down what they needed to test to a single variable they could change. Everything else had 
to stay the same. The first experiment involved growing grass heads (where only one grass head was watered), 
and a second experiment which involved adding food dye to water with celery in it. Both experiments confirmed 
that plans really need water to grow. 
 
The year two and three classes took part in trialling the ‘What ARE you eating?’ Smarty Plants unit. They were 
initially challenged to identify which parts of a plant they eat every day. Many students were surprised to 
discover that broccoli was in fact plant flower buds and potatoes were plant roots. Students were then 
introduced to how plants store the sun’s energy as sugar and starch, and the difference between the two.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students using iodine to test for the presence of 
starch in everyday foods like potato and apples 
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Students then used iodine to test for the presence of starch in everyday foods like potato and apples. They 
discovered that iodine turned black in the presence of starch in plant-based foods. We discussed how foods with 
starch take longer to break down and therefore release energy over a longer period of time, than those with 
sugar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biyanka looking at the sugar layering experiment. 
Students discovered that different drinks had different 

amounts of sugar in them which resulted in different density levels 
 

Year four students trialled the Smarty Plants unit ‘The Carbon Cycle and Sustainability’. Students were 
introduced to the concept of atoms and molecules and that they make up everything. They were introduced to 
the essential role of carbon in the environment, as well as all living organisms. They developed the scientific skills 
that allow them to detect carbon dioxide in their breath and record its otherwise invisible presence in water. In 
case that sounds too serious, they also got to make a sugar molecule model made up of lollies. An added bonus 
was that they then got to eat their molecule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students with a completed sugar molecule model 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Students testing for carbon dioxide by blowing   Students peering at the results of their experiment. 
     into a testing solution made from red cabbage           The colour change indicates the presence of carbon dioxide 
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Students also learnt about the importance of plants in making food, in producing oxygen, and how they are a 
crucial part of the carbon cycle.  
 
Year five and six classes took part in trialing the Smarty Plants unit ‘How do plants breath and stand’? Students 
were first challenged to understand why plants can stand up. They did this through an activity where they were 
given only one piece of A4 paper which they had to use to make a structure that would hold the most weight. 
Students discovered that the strongest shape was the one used by nature, and that is multiple straw structures. 
Students were then introduced to the fact that plants have ‘mouths’ through which gases and water move in 
and out of leaves. They then learnt how to use two different types of microscopes (compound and binocular 
microscopes) to let them look at smaller and smaller structures on plants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Year 5 / 6 students enthusiastically    Students celebrating that their ‘stem’ 
      completing the paper stem challenge activity  hasn’t collapsed under the weight of the books on it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students using a microscope for the first time 
 
Students learnt how to use clear nail polish to make an imprint of the surface of a leaf so they could identify the 
stomata on the surface of a leaf. Finding the stomata imprints turned out to be very tricky. 
 
 
 
 
Paul Floyd – Science Co-ordinator 
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News from…the Music Teacher 
 
What an exciting and busy term it’s been for music at Giralang! Well done to all the students who performed at 
the Art Show and assemblies this term.  
 
Kindergarten classes have been enjoying their learning in the music room with new songs and games, as well as 
learning how to say rhythms using “ta” and “ti ti”. Students have been learning how to play the percussion 
instruments correctly and to keep a steady beat. They are learning the difference between beat and rhythm, 
remembering that the rhythm is the way the words go. 
 
Year 1 have been developing their skills in writing rhythms of songs they know using circle notation. They have 
also been working on playing instruments or moving while singing – we have enjoyed this challenge! Year 1 
students are enjoying learning new rhythm and singing games. 
 
Year 2/3 students have been very busy revising and developing their note reading skills through rehearsing 
pieces together as a group. They have been demonstrating excellent listening skills to make sure they are staying 
together and playing at the right time. Students have enjoyed playing tuned percussion instruments, including 
the boomwhackers and the xylophones. 
 
Year 4 students have been improving their rhythm reading skills this term by working on a piece to perform 
together on tuned and untuned percussion instruments. They have been working hard to count their bars of rest 
and play at the right time! 
 
Year 5/6 students have been composers this term, working in small groups to compose their own 
accompaniment to a song we had learnt in class during term one. They spent time rehearsing in their groups 
before performing for the rest of the class on percussion instruments of their choice. The performances were 
creative and demonstrated their understanding of the “ostinato”, a repeated pattern in music. 
 
Students in Years 4, 5 and 6 have started preparation for an exciting music excursion early next term when we 
will watch the Canberra Symphony Orchestra perform their Noteworthy concert. Students are learning about the 
composers and pieces we will hear so that we can gain the most from our experience. I am sure they will love to 
share some of this information with their families.  
 
Members of the 5/6 Brass Band participated in their first combined practice this term. They spent the morning 
rehearsing and learning with other band students from several primary schools across Canberra. Students also 
took part in instrument sectionals with staff from the Instrumental Music Program to further develop their skills. 
Band students have been experiencing just how much effort goes in to learning a new musical instrument this 
year. I have been impressed with their ability to demonstrate resilience in facing new challenges. Below are some 
of their thoughts on practising to develop new skills:  
 
“Sometimes it’s hard work but it’s been a great opportunity for me to be in the band” - Isobel 5/6I 
“At first it was really hard but I got the hang of it” - Georgia 5/6G 
“It looks really tricky at first but when you get help it gets easier” - Cassie 5/6R 
“You learn new skills and knowledge” - Dita 5/6R 
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           Band students working hard during rehearsals         Giralang Band students at the combined 
        practice held at Charles Weston Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Drumming Group performing at the Art Show                 Recorder Group performing at the Art Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rock Band singers 
 
 
 
 
Jacinta Dunlop – Music Specialist Teacher 
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News from… Elise Wark - Growth Mindset 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, community member and parent Tom Camilleri, for your contribution to our Growth Mindset culture 
at Giralang Primary School.  Tom sent the school a great list of questions to ask students.  Parents may wish to 
ask these questions to their children at the end of the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KP and KS demonstrate a growth mindset. Some of these students were uncomfortable to try the monkey bars, 
but with encouragement from their peers and some determination, they were able to try and try again, getting 
more independent and confident with each attempt. 
 
Elise Wark – EAL/D Teacher 
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News from … Japanese 

 
 
Nihongo 
 
 
We are half way through the year already!  It has been a very productive term, and I have been very impressed 
with all classes and the learning that has been achieved in half a year. 
 
Kindergarten classes have shown such enthusiasm, and have worked hard on reading and writing numbers in 
Kanji while Year 1 have learnt how to describe the weather in different cities around Australia.  I have noticed 
quite a number of talented and budding weather reporters through this process! 
 
Years 2, 3 and 4 have learnt how to change verbs from present to past tense and how to describe their desire to 
go somewhere.  Term 2 ended with classes learning how to play Scissors/Paper/Rock in Japanese – Janken pon!  
Students also learnt a song related to this game – though we are all still practising! 
 
Years 5 and 6 have learnt to identify places and locations in the urban environment and describe what they may 
do there.  Their big task this term was to design a mall with a variety of shops and services.  Some of the designs 
were simply fantastic and the accompanying sentences were very well written.  It pleased me greatly to see their 
progress in Japanese through this sentence construction. 
 
I would like to thank all students for their continued enthusiasm for Japanese and I look forward to lots more 
learning and fun next term! 
 
Mata raigakki, 
Morgan-sensei 
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SCHOOL REVIEW 
 
We are continuing to give you a brief insight into School Review happening 29th-31st of August this year. 
This week we would like to show you in more detail, domains seven and eight of the tool. On the left, the 
domain is explained in detail and on the right are the ratings available for us. What rating do you think 
our school deserves for each domain? 
 
Domain seven: Differentiated Teaching and Learning 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



GIRALANG PRIMARY SCHOOL: “Adventure in Learning, Caring and Achieving” 
 

 

SCHOOL REVIEW 
 
Domain Eight: Effective Pedagogical Practices 
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PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS 
 
Rob Lee – Trombone - Rob is a graduate of the Australian National University with a Bachelor of Music. He 
Majored in jazz trombone and has performed all over Australia in many different bands covering a wide 
variety of music genres. He has performed with many great musicians including James Morrison, Miroslav 
Bukovsky and Dave Panichi. Rob has also been called on as a session musician and has featured on 10+ 
albums.  With 5 years of private teaching experience, Rob caters to any style and wishes to share his love of 
trombone and encourage others to enjoy it.  
 
Samantha Lengel – Violin - Samantha Lengyel is an experienced violinist, teacher, and composer who also 
strongly enjoys musicology. She has completed her Certificate of Performance AMEB and during high school 
excelled in High Level Music in the International Baccalaureate (IB) where she received the Jennifer May 
Memorial Prize for Music from St Andrews Cathedral school where she was also a Music Scholar.  Samantha 
has been studying theoretical and practical music from a young age and has performed in many orchestras 
including the Sydney Youth Orchestra, NOVA orchestra and was the concertmaster of the ANU orchestra. 
She has performed in many gigs all over Sydney including in the Kirribili house for Tony Abott. Having a 
passion for global politics Samantha is studying a Bachelor of International Relations/International Security 
at the Australian National University however never strays far from music being involved in many music 
programs within Canberra.  As a teacher Samantha strongly believes that an enjoyment for music is essential 
and advocates that through her teaching.  
 
$35 per 1/2 hour lesson 
Phone 0414 788 380 
 
 
Diane London 
Director/Piano Teacher 
Canberra Music Education School 
www.canberramusicschool.com.au  
Lyneham, ACT 
Contact: 0414788380 
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GIRALANG PRIMARY SCHOOL: “Adventure in Learning, Caring and Achieving” 
 

 

 
 


