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Week 04, Term 3  |  13 August 2020 

 DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Yesterday we welcomed His Excellency General the 

Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Reid) Governor-

General of the Commonwealth of Australia and Her 

Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley to Giralang Primary 

School.  Their Excellencies laid a wreath at our Rats 

of Tobruk Memorial Wall to mark the 

75th  anniversary of the conclusion of World War 2.  

Mr Garratt our Rats of Tobruk coordinator, Mrs Stewart and our school 

captains shared highlights and stories about their learning and our 

special connection. Their Excellencies were then guided through our 

amazing architecturally designed school.  We were very proud of the 

students for their thoughtful responses and the school values they 

displayed during this special visit. 

We are starting to see our Giralang community garden taking shape.  A 

very big thank you to all the volunteers that gave their time to be a part 

of the recent working bee.  The garden is certainly starting to take 

shape and the students are excited to be seeing the changes and 

developments each week.  As they say more hands makes light work.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the P&C if you would like to be 

involved. 

It is that time of the year again when we are asking for your participation in the annual School Satisfaction Survey. 

The 2020 survey will be available online from 10 to 31 August. An email about the parent survey, including a 

unique link to access the survey was sent to parents/carers for each student that attends Giralang Primary 

School.  If you did not receive yours by the 8 August, please contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey 

invitation. 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

14 August 
Nude Food Special Lunch 
 
17-21 August 
Science Week 
 

 

 



MATHS PROBLEM OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE FRONT OFFICE 

School Photo envelopes are being sent home today with each child.  Please order your photos online by following 

the instructions on the envelope.  Sibling envelopes are at the Front Office if you require one. 

Voluntary Contribution and Band statements are also being sent home.  If you are experiencing financial 

difficulties regarding making payments, please feel free to get in contact with the Principal. 

This Friday morning and afternoon the lost property will be placed outside the entrance to the Front Office for 

parents to check for lost items.  Lost property is an ongoing problem and most of the clothing do not have names 

on them.  Having your child’s name on all items including lunch boxes and drink bottles means that they will be 

returned to your child. 

The school bubblers are currently locked due to COVID.  Please ensure your child brings a drink bottle to school 

each day which can be filled at the water stations around the school. 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM 1G BURUGUN & 1S MUNDAWARI 

Year One has had a great start to Term 3, getting back into our 
school routines and jumping straight into their learning. Our 
inquiry focus for this term is ‘Living in Nature’ which will include 
investigating minibeasts, habitats and caring for country. 
Students have enjoyed spending time outside and using their 
senses to explore Giralang’s environment. 
 
 
In Literacy, students have been practising comprehension 
strategies such as retelling stories, making connections and 
inferring information. We are looking for clues in the story and 
applying our own background knowledge to make connections 
and inferences. In writing, students have been exploring the 
features of narratives and are creating their own. It has been 
lots of fun using our imaginations to come up with interesting 
characters and problems for our stories! 
 
 
This term, Year One is exploring Measurement and Geometry 
in Maths. We have begun identifying and describing 2D shapes 
and 3D objects. Students have enjoyed investigating which 
objects roll, slide or stack. We will also continue developing our 
understanding of place value, graphing data, and addition and 
subtraction strategies. 
 

 
Year One also celebrated 101 days of learning together last Friday. The number 101 was 
our main focus of the day and students came to school dressed in spots to represent the 101 Dalmatians. Some 
of the activities students participated in were making puppy ears, drawing 101 parts on a crazy creature, 
dancing, painting 101 dots on a dog, and playing race to 101. We had a truly PAW-some day! Congratulations to 
the Year One students on reaching 101 days of Year One and for their amazing efforts towards their learning so 
far this year. We are so proud of you! 
 

 
Year 1 students celebrating 101 days of learning 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Garratt & Meg Speed 
Year One Teachers 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

The big news in the Library is the new “Hot Reads/Suggestions” board.  This has been a popular talking point 
with students with many recommended reads (hot reads) being added already.  Students are encouraged to see 
Mr. Wark with any “Hot Read” suggestions.  If approved they can add them to the board too.   
 
Year 4 students are currently undertaking an author study, looking into the life and works of Morris Gleitzman - 
one of Australia’s most famous children’s authors and worthy of inclusion in any “hot reads” list (see below). 
 
Finally, an exciting development behind the scenes happened last week with the inaugural meeting of the Library 
Committee being held.  One of the committee’s first tasks will be to put together and send out a “User Needs” 
survey which we aim to do by Week 7, so please keep an eye out for it. 
 
Some Hot Reads 
 

P-2 3-4 5-6 

Mr. Rocket’s Pocket Dogs 
Rose Meets Mr. Wintergreen 

Misery Guts  
Mean Machines 
Arthur and the What-Ifs 

Nevermoor 
The School for Good and Evil 
Liars 

 

Mr Wark 



NEWS FROM THE P&C 

Thank you to those people who attended last week’s P&C meeting, both in person and virtually! We will continue 

to provide the option to attend through Google Meet rather than in person as we understand that getting out 

on a Wednesday evening can be a little impossible and want everyone who wants to connect and contribute in 

this way to be able to. We talked a lot about how to help students and families feel connected to the school 

community during this time when we are unable to hold our usual community events or be involved in 

classrooms in our usual ways. If you have any ideas that you’d like to share about how to help keep connected 

during social distancing, then please get in contact. We will email out the minutes later this week. Our next 

meeting will be on Wednesday 16 September at 7:00pm, so save the date! 

Just a reminder that we are currently still only able to operate our uniform shop online. We know this can be 

hard with growing bodies, but items are easily returnable as long as tags remain attached. The second-hand 

store is open during Front Office hours and is currently very full, particularly in the older sizes. Don’t hesitate to 

drop the P&C an email if there’s anything we can help you with and remember to leave your child’s name in the 

‘Notes to Seller’ section so we can deliver it to their classroom.  

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/uniform-shop 

After the smashing success of last fortnight’s Italian themed Nude Food Day, we will be running another this 

Friday. On the menu this time, muffins and curry! Our hope is that these days will not only bridge the gap as the 

school procures a canteen provider but to provide our students with a little something to look forward to while 

we are unable to hold our discos and other community events. Apart from filling hungry bellies with delicious 

and nutritious food, the Italian Nude Food Day also raised over $900! A huge thank you to Cat and Carly for 

cooking all the super tasty food and to the wonderful people who helped us get it out to all the students. If you’d 

like to help with Nude Food days in the future, don’t hesitate to drop us a line a giralangpandc@gmail.com or 

message us through the P&C Facebook page.  

Why Nude Food?  

When we hold Nude Food days it’s not only about eliminating excess packaging but also providing students with 

healthy and tasty food, free from the preservatives, additives, artificial colours and refined sugar that we find in 

so much of today’s food. Apart from the many health benefits, wholefoods have higher levels of nutrients which 

are released gradually, meaning that students remain fueled physically throughout the day and are less likely to 

experience a low period, allowing them to remain engaged in learning. It’s also a great opportunity for students 

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/uniform-shop
mailto:giralangpandc@gmail.com


to try something new in a low-pressure environment, expanding their palates and supporting healthy eating 

habits. Did we mention it also tastes great?? 

It's Nude Food time again! This Friday 14 August.  The wonderful Nude Food gals will be serving up a delicious 

selection of muffins for morning tea and 2 delicious (and very mild) curries for lunch. Follow the link below to 

place an order, leave your child's name in the comments so we can make sure all the food is delivered and let us 

know about any food allergies and intolerances that we could be catering for. Ordering will close tonight 

Wednesday 12 August at 10pm. 

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/nude-food  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/nude-food


The Giralang Garden Collective held its first working bee on Sunday 2 August to get our community garden up 

and running. Thank you to all the families who came along and participated in a range of gardening jobs. We had 

many enthusiastic helpers including kids, parents and grandparents who helped with shoveling and spreading 

wheelbarrows full of mulch, planting, watering and raking. A selection of plants now call our community garden 

home including a tasty range of fruit trees - blood orange, mandarin, lemon, apple, pear, mulberry, olive, cherry 

and nectarine along with herbs, strawberries and a range of Australian natives to line the fence. This weekend's 

drenching of rain is perfect timing as it will help settle our plants into their new home.  

We were also treated at the working bee with a visit from Nils and his alpacas. Thank you Nils! We will be holding 

future working bees to establish the garden further; we hope you can get involved! 

Thanks so much, 

Sarah (on behalf of the Giralang Garden Collective) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GGC Committee 

Brooke Pearson - P&C President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRING TENNIS CANBERRA COACHING REGISTRATIONS ARE OPEN! 

Tennis Canberra's professional coaches are running junior tennis coaching 
programs at both South & North Canberra clubs this Spring.  We welcome first 
time players and those who are ready to play competition tennis. 

The 2020 Spring Season starts the week of August 24th however you are welcome to join at any time. 

For more information and to book please visit www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis or email 
play@tenniscanberra.com.au  

 

Your Favourite Tennis Coaches 

Tennis Canberra m. 0416 186 121  play@tenniscanberra.com.au  (alt). tenniscanberra@gmail.com 

Twitter: @TennisCBR | Instagram: @TennisCBR | Facebook: /tenniscanberra 

 

 

 

Confused about NDIS? Need help finding services? 

Marymead offers NDIS Support Coordination to support 

your family to navigate NDIS plans. This includes supporting 

you to best utilise the funds allocated. 

For more information please call Michelle 6162 5800 

 

 

 

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au
mailto:tenniscanberra@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/tenniscanberra/
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/


PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS – DIANE LONDON – PIANO 

Diane London has played piano since childhood and instantly developed a love for music, it is this enjoyment 

and appreciation that she has been passing on to others as a piano teacher for over 15 years in Canberra. Diane’s 

training has included university study (BMUS) at the Canberra School of Music (Australian National University) 

as well as a Bachelor of Actuarial Studies from the Australian National University. Diane teaches from ages 4 

years and upwards and teaches many adult students at her Lyneham studio. 

As part of her studies at the Canberra School of Music, Diane has been taught by some of Australia’s most 

talented musicians, including Professor Larry Sitsky who is a prolific Australian composer, pianist, researcher 

and who is one of the founding members of the Canberra School of Music (ANU) and John Luxton (former head 

director of the Canberra School of Music (ANU)). Diane has also been taught by Wendy Lorenz, making her a 6th 

generation descendant student of Ludwig Van Beethoven, the lineage is - Diane London - Wendy Lorenz - Maria 

Curcio - Artur Schnabel - Theodor Leschetizky - Carl Czerny - Ludwig van Beethoven. 

As a pianist, Diane has performed many times at the Canberra School of Music as well as performances across 

Canberra including the Australian Parliament House and Wesley Music Centre. Diane has also adjudicated piano 

competitions such as the Miles Franklin Music Festival Piano Competition. 

One of Diane’s key approaches to her teaching is recognising and responding to unique student needs. Instead 

of following just one inflexible teaching style, she prioritises developing goals with the student and then creates 

a plan for the student to achieve their goals.   

Student goals can vary widely and can include just wanting to learn to play the piano for fun, preparing for AMEB 

piano practical exams, learning piano to ‘keep the brain active’, or even learning music theory, history and 

composition. Diane has helped hundreds of students successfully achieve their musical goals. 

$37 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music 

Education School in Lyneham. Lessons are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information.  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=mTs8Tp25&id=D3DADB1C362531CD5CE72D4A51FDC42EB2C8778D&thid=OIP.mTs8Tp25RC2Mqt_Nukh2oAAAAA&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fthumb1.shutterstock.com%2fdisplay_pic_with_logo%2f3409577%2f559416970%2fstock-vector-funny-and-cute-brown-old-piano-in-cartoon-style-vector-559416970.jpg&exph=470&expw=450&q=Piano+Cartoons&simid=608053345785154576&selectedIndex=1


 “The Giralang Before and After School Care Team works with the children to 

program the afternoons packed full of their interests as well as fun experiences to help the children develop and 

learn. The afternoons are filled with a variety of outdoor experiences, arts and crafts, cooking, science 

experiments, group games and much, much more. 

The children’s personal favourites are experiences such as slime, volcano eruptions, the Coke and Mentos 

experiment, cooking and decorating cupcakes, bike riding and playing Wii. Giralang OSHC is also starting a new 

Club program where on specific days of the week clubs will be run to focus on the children’s specific interests. 

Science Club runs on Monday afternoons and Outdoors Club runs on Thursday afternoons. Tech Club runs every 

Tuesday and Thursday where the children get the chance to experiment with different forms of technology. The 

children also get to have a go at building and programming Sammy the robot. If all of this isn’t enough to excite 

the children they can look forward to the ‘End Of Term Fun Day’. Each term the children get to choose a big 

activity to run such as a colour run, water fight, Easter egg hunt, Christmas feast, etc., for the last day to finish 

the term off with a thrilling experience. 

We look forward to seeing you at Giralang Outside School Hours Care and can’t wait to spend our afternoons 

having fun! 

Morgan Thomas | Giralang OSHC Coordinator YMCA 

Canberra Children’s Services | 25 Geils Ct, Deakin, ACT, 2600 

M 0437 982 449 P (02)  6242 4040 | 

e giralang.oshc@ymca.org.au  w Canberra.ymca.org.au   

Follow us!   facebook | twitter | youtube | linkedIn 
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