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Week 02, Term 3  |  29 July 2020 

 PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Hello to all our wonderful Giralang families, my name is Kristine 

Stewart and I am very privileged to be the principal of this great school 

for term three. My welcome from the students yesterday morning was 

so warm and genuine that I cannot wait to get to know more about 

this exciting learning community. It is certainly evident to me that the 

school truly lives their values of Caring, Cooperation and Courtesy.  

I have worked in ACT Public Schools for over twenty years and most 

recently have been working in the Education Support Office (ESO) on a 

project to support our public preschools. Prior to this I spent seven 

years as the principal of Ngunnawal Primary School. Whilst I enjoyed 

my role in the ESO, I am very excited to be back in a school and working 

directly with students, school staff and the wider community. I look 

forward to meeting families, however in the current COVID-19 climate 

this may look a little different. I am always available to meet with 

parents, just contact the front office to make an appointment. 

I have had the opportunity to walk through the classrooms and meet 

students who were eager to talk to me about their learning. Their ability to articulate what they are learning and 

why it is important to other areas is very impressive.  

As many of you are aware that on the advice of the Chief Health Officer easing of restrictions due to COVID-19 

has been paused until further notice. We will keep you informed of any changes to the easing of restrictions and 

what they will mean for our school. 

Cleaning of high frequency touch points such as door handles will continue across the school both during the 

day and out of school hours, and we will continue to provide sufficient soap, paper towel and hand sanitiser for 

students and staff. 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

31 July 
Italian Nude Food Day  
 
5 August 
P&C Meeting, 6:30pm at the school 
 
 

 

 



2020 SCHOOL SATISFACTION & CLIMATE SURVEY 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their satisfaction 

with public education. The 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 10 to 

31 August. 

The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our school. 

No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

For each child who attends an ACT public school, parents will receive: 

• A letter for students Years 4-6, asking whether their child may participate during class time. 

• An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey; parents who do not receive 

the email by the 8 August may contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. 

A shortened paper-version of the parent survey is also available in the following 12 languages: Arabic, Burmese, 

Chinese, Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Hindi, Karen, Korean, Mon, Urdu and Vietnamese; email EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to 

request a copy. 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents, staff and 

students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-

andclimate-survey 

MATHS PROBLEM OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-andclimate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-andclimate-survey


NEWS FROM 2V  

I'M IN LOVE WITH THE SHAPE OF YEAR 2 

To start Term 3 off, the Year 2’s have been exploring two-dimensional shapes and their properties. We have 

taken our knowledge of two-dimensional shapes to the next level, using the arts and digital technologies to 

create these charming pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 ACKNOWLEDGE COUNTRY 

At the end of Term 2, the Year 2’s explored significant Aboriginal places in Australia. We then read the text, 

‘Welcome To Country’ by Aunty Joy Murphy. Next, we researched various examples of Acknowledgements of 

Country and developed our understanding of the difference between an Acknowledgement and Welcome. 

Finally, we connected with Country and wrote our own. We are looking forward to sharing them with the 

school this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AT THE END OF TERM 2, YEAR 2'S WERE BEAT! 

The Year 2’s were incredibly lucky to have Cherie (Lullaby’s Mum) come in during the last week of Term 2 and 

rock some beats with the African Drums. We loved it! Thanks Cherie! 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

Here we are again, another term begun and so much to read…   

First off, the Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge finishes at the end of this week.  You may remember that the 

challenge is to read thirty (30) books within the Challenge timeframe.  More adventurous readers were reading 

from set categories.  We have already received completed entries from many of the junior classes and look 

forward to the individual entries coming in from the senior end after the challenge closes.  This is a wonderful 

program that puts the spotlight on reading and encourages all students to increase the volume of their reading. 

In other news the 5/6 students have completed their inquiry “How Can We Make the Library More Awesome?”.  

Dioramas, floorplans, Lego models and AutoCAD sketches were all used by students to demonstrate ideas to 

make the library more collaborative/comfortable/technological/calming etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a photo of Emily and Oliver’s haunted library.  Once you go in you never come out… 

Julian Wark 

 

 

 



THE WINNER OF OUR 2020 SCHOOL JERSEY COMPETITION IS…  

Congratulations to all students that participated in the Belconnen 2020 Peter Blackshaw Jersey Competition. 
The overall winner of the Competition was a student from Giralang Primary School, Kiara Verschoor. Well done 
Kiara. Kiara has won our school 20 Jerseys. The Jersey design is now underway. I can’t wait to see the final 
product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENFORCEMENT AROUND SCHOOLS 

Parking Operations use a Licence Plate Recognition vehicle (or 

electronic chalking), which regularly patrols school environments to 

increase safety for children. Motorists that commit an offence will 

receive their infringement notice in the mail (rather than on their 

windscreen) 5-7 days after the offence.  

While the school can become congested during the peak times, 

illegal parking should be avoided at all times as it creates an unsafe 

environment for children and local residents. Parents are welcome 

to park on side streets around the school, but please remember to 

park legally. Infringements for parking on nature strips, footpaths, 

verges, street corners and near children’s crossings start from $114.  

More information is available on the Transport Canberra website to promote safe behaviours around schools. 

Please help to make our school community safe. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools


NEWS FROM THE P&C 

Our first P&C Meeting for the term will be next Wednesday 5 August at 6:30pm. We will be meeting in person 

at the school but if you would prefer to attend remotely you follow the Google Meet link 

https://meet.google.com/kvo-dqyy-rdi.  

Today is the last chance for you to place an order for Friday’s Italian Nude Food Feast! Follow the link below to 

place your order. https://giralang-primary-school-pc.square.site/nude-food 

Things are moving ahead in the garden space! The GGC has been 

hard at work sourcing materials, organising earthmoving works 

and getting the space ready for the wicking garden beds. 

Unfortunately, due to inclement weather, last Sunday’s scheduled 

working bee was postponed until this Sunday 2 August at 

10:30am. We’d love to see you there! 

 

 

Last Tuesday, we took the time to thank the wonderful Cindy Allen and Kirsti 

Kuzmanoski for their many years of serving the GPS community through the 

canteen. While restrictions meant we were unable to gather as community, 

Belinda, the School Captains, Vice Captains and representatives of the SRC did a 

fantastic job of expressing our gratitude and well wishes for their next adventures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GGC Committee 

Brooke Pearson - P&C President 
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PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS – DIANE LONDON – PIANO 

Diane London has played piano since childhood and instantly developed a love for music, it is this enjoyment 

and appreciation that she has been passing on to others as a piano teacher for over 15 years in Canberra. Diane’s 

training has included university study (BMUS) at the Canberra School of Music (Australian National University) 

as well as a Bachelor of Actuarial Studies from the Australian National University. Diane teaches from ages 4 

years and upwards and teaches many adult students at her Lyneham studio. 

As part of her studies at the Canberra School of Music, Diane has been taught by some of Australia’s most 

talented musicians, including Professor Larry Sitsky who is a prolific Australian composer, pianist, researcher 

and who is one of the founding members of the Canberra School of Music (ANU) and John Luxton (former head 

director of the Canberra School of Music (ANU)). Diane has also been taught by Wendy Lorenz, making her a 6th 

generation descendant student of Ludwig Van Beethoven, the lineage is - Diane London - Wendy Lorenz - Maria 

Curcio - Artur Schnabel - Theodor Leschetizky - Carl Czerny - Ludwig van Beethoven. 

As a pianist, Diane has performed many times at the Canberra School of Music as well as performances across 

Canberra including the Australian Parliament House and Wesley Music Centre. Diane has also adjudicated piano 

competitions such as the Miles Franklin Music Festival Piano Competition. 

One of Diane’s key approaches to her teaching is recognising and responding to unique student needs. Instead 

of following just one inflexible teaching style, she prioritises developing goals with the student and then creates 

a plan for the student to achieve their goals.   

Student goals can vary widely and can include just wanting to learn to play the piano for fun, preparing for AMEB 

piano practical exams, learning piano to ‘keep the brain active’, or even learning music theory, history and 

composition. Diane has helped hundreds of students successfully achieve their musical goals. 

$37 per 1/2 hour lesson.   

Lessons can be held at the school during school hours, or at Canberra Music 

Education School in Lyneham. Lessons are also offered on Saturdays.  

Please contact Diane on 0414 788 380 for more information.  
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